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~ REGENERATION 


By the late J. Wilbur Chapman, D.D. 


“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”—John 3:3. | 


I think there is no chapter in all the Bible with which 
we feel we are more familiar than the third chapter of St. 
John, It may be because we find in it the marvelous ex- 
pression of God’s love in the sixteenth verse. Luther once 
said it was the gospel in a nutshell. Another distinguished 
preacher has declared that if you should take away from 
him all of the Old Testament and all of the New Testament 
and leave him only this text, “For God so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life,” he would 
know enough of the heart of God, and he would know enough 


God With 


A CHRISTMAS SERMON 
By President Bob Jones, Jr., L.L.D. 
Bob Jones University, Greenville, S.C. 


“Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring 
forth a son, and they shall call his name Evamanuel, which 
being interpreted is, God with us.’—Matt. 1:23. 


The existence of God is a self-evident fact. One has 
only to look about him at the wonders of the universe and 
at the beauties of nature to realize that back of all the visible 
creation is Deity who planned and wrought it. The wonders 
of the heavenly bodies hanging like myriad candles to light 
the capacious halls of space reflect: dimly the radiance of the 
divine Mind which gives them light. The microscopic life 
teeming in a drop of water evidences with no less certainty 


Us 


ee a 


of the plan of salvation, to be saved. 


Yet, to my mind, there is no 
chapter in all the Bible so dif- 
ficult of explanation. It is in this 
chapter that we have the thought 
of regeneration presented, and 
if I should say to you, “Give me 
a definition of regeneration,” I 
question if-many of my readers 
could give a definition that would 
be satisfactory or plain to the 
man or woman who is seeking 
Jesus Christ. On the other hand, 
if you should say, “Give me an 
illustration of regeneration,” I 
could do it easily. I could tell 
you the story of the man who 
came into one of our services 
bound with sin and who, for 
months, has been free. This is 
the result of regeneration. I could 
tell you the story of the woman 
who, at the beginning of one of 
our missions, was hopeless and 
helpless, and who now is giving 


Happy Christmas 


In this joyful season I want to 
thank all the readers of THE 


SworpD OF THE LorD, all who 
prayed for the gospel work en- 
trusted to us, all who support 
the work, for your fellowship and 
help during the last year. May the 
dear Lord make it the happiest 

Christmas you have ever had! 

A little Christian girl in Wheat- 
on a few years ago knelt down 
for her goodnight prayer on 
Christmas Eve and prayed as us- 
ual, asking the Lord to help her 
be a good girl, thanking Him for 
home and food and Mother and 
Daddy. She prayed, “God, bless 
Mother and Daddy ard Grand- 
mother and Granddad,” etc. But 
when she rose to her feet, she 


exclaimed, “Oh, I forgot some- 
thing!” Dropping to her knees, 
‘she said again, “Lord Jesus, I so 


hope You have a happy birthday 
‘ tomorrow.” 

- I am so anxious that all the 
eaders of THE SworD oF THE LorD 
have a happy Christmas. But isn’t 
‘it far more important -that we 
will make the heart of the Lord 
Jesus happy in this season, when 
we celebrate His birthday? I 


(Continued on page 7) 
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her testimony to the marvelous 
saving and keeping power of Jesus 
Christ. I would ask you to listen 
to her friends, who say that she 
is a changed woman, changed in 
her expression, in her manner of 
speech, so changed that she has 


(Continued on page 9) 
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The psalmist declares, ‘“‘The 
fool hath said in his heart, there 
is no God.” In the face of all the 
overwhelming evidence, the man 
who denies the existence of the 
Creator is nothing more than a 
fool. The Word: of God, always 
so- accurate, says that it is in 
his heart that the fool has said 
“there is no God.” Despite all 
the evidence which must convince 
the mind of the fact of Deity, 
many men in their self-willed 
hearts deny the existence of the 


: eternal God. 


The intellect cannot but recog- 
nize the presence and power of 
God in the universe. But Deity, 


by the very fact of His existence, 


(.|demands worship and obedience. 


Some men, proud and rebellious, 


~ \and unwilling to submit them- 


Bee 


en 


«|selves to these demands, in their 
¢; hearts, where the pride and re- 
:| bellion have their source, say there 


is no God. Such men, says the 


: Bible, are “fools.’’ 


The mind of man cannot but 


s| recognize in the split-second ac- 
curacy 


of planetary motion, in 
the ordered sequence of the sea- 
sons, in the cycle of the proces- 
ses of life in nature, the presence 
of a divine Mind, a divine Hand 


—a divine Lord. Truly, “the heav- 


Christmas 


By Editor John R. Rice 


“One man esteemeth one day above an- 
other: another esteemeth every day alike. 
Let every man be fully persuaded in his own 
mind. He that regardeth the day, regardeth 
it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not 
the day, to the Lord he doth not regard 
wz... —Rom: 14:5, 6a. 


I love the Christmas season. I find great joy in preaching 


the existence of the Author of all life. 


ens declare the glory of God and 
the firmament showeth his handi- 
work.” The glory of God gleams 
in the pyrotechnics of the aurora 
borealis. The power of God is 
apparent when the storm rides 
the wings of the wind. The maj- 
esty of God is manifested when 
the earth which He created trem- 
bles in His presence and the 
earthquake shakes the rocks. The 
beauty of the rainbow, unfurled 
like a banner across the heav- 
ens, proclaims His residence in 
His universe. , 


God Revealed in Christ 

But in all the manifestations of 
God through nature, God is a 
Being distant and far from hu- 
man reach. The mind of man must 
recognize the existence of God, 
but the mind of man cannot dis- 
cover Him. “Who by searching can 


Se 
, 


Dr. Bob Jones, Jr. 


find out God?” It is not necessary, 
however, that man discover Deity. 
God has revealed Himself in the 
person of His Son. The Lord Jesus 
Christ is God revealed for the 
appropriation of man’s personal 
needs—his need of salvation from 
sin, his need of the limitless 
power of Deity imparted to him 
for daily living. Christ is the One 
who “hath broken down the mid- 
die wall of partition between us” 
—between God and man. He rec- 
onciles sinful man to a sinless 
God. He makes Omniscience avail- 
able to lighten the darkness of 
human ignorance. He brings Om- 


(Continued.on page 11) 


Sowing For 


The Waster 


MANY SAVED THROUGH BOOKLET, “WHAT MUST 
I DO TO BE SAVED?” 


He that gocth forth and 
weepeth, bearing precious 
seed, shall doubtless come 
again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with 
—Psa. 126:6. 


him. 


He which soweth sparing- 
ly shall reap also sparing- 
ly and he which soweth 
bountifully shall reap al- 


so bountifully. 


—II Cor. 9:6. 


on the Christmas themes of the angels, the shepherds, the 
manger, the virgin birth, the wise men. I have great joy 
in the Christmas carols. There is a joyful, happy note of wor- 
ship in our home, and thank God, in my heart, through the 
Christmas time, I love the gathering together of my loved 
ones and family for Christmas. I love to give gifts, and I 
rejoice to be remembered by my loved ones and friends. 1 
love the Christmas season. 


Perhaps my own feeling is color- 


ed somewhat by the fact that, for 
many years, I have been away 
from home most of the year, but 
at the Christmas season, when 
churches and groups of churches 


do not want revivals, I have. been 


at home with my family. That 
makes it extra precious to me. 

It makes me sad that many 
people do not enjoy Christmas. 
Some devoted Christians fee] sour, 
cantankerous, and full of objec- 
tions about Christmas. To them I 
would say in the words of Scrip- 
ture, that if you regard the day, 
regard it unto the Lord. And if 
you do not regard the day, Christ- 


ad Che eae ee ee ® pe ; < 


et eae ee ee rae : rig. Sé) fi ha Ee 
Pigs Pee Sekar, Se ae et ce ary 
; PE eres bps kes pi Bote Bj OLE 


mas, then be sure that you are 
Christian about it and do it as 
unto the Lord. But let nobody be 
judging and criticising others for 
honest, and worshipful, and spir- 
itual, and loving attitudes about 
Christmas. 

I want to answer some of the 
objections about Christmas. 


1. They Say Christmas is Not 
Christ’s Birthday 
Actually, no one knows exactly 


when Christ was born. The Bible 
does not say. There are no other 


(Continued on page 10) 


By Miss Viola Walden, 
Secretary to Dr. Rice 


__ It is hard to begin an article. Many times a preacher 
will tell a funny story before the message to catch the at- 
tention of his audience. In Journalism I was taught that 
the first paragraph of a story should be so written as to 
demand the reading of the whole story. But what better 


“lead” could one: have than the following testimonies? 


@® Mrs. Jack Craig of Tuscumbia, 

Alabama, ordered additional cop- 
ies of “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” saying, “My ‘husband 
found the way of salvation 
through the reading of this little 
booklet just before he passed 
away four months ago. He had 
said that he would get some of 
the booklets to pass to friends 
whom he wanted to see saved.” 


@ Rev. Don L. Marsh, pastor of 
East End Baptist Church, Brook- 


i 


lyn, N. Y. writes: “The other dey, 
as & member of the Home Council 
of the Sudan Interior Mission, one 
of the young ladies who came be- 
fore us as a candidate for the 
mission field said that she had 
been saved by reading your tract.” 
@A native of Liberia, West Afri- 
ca, who receives regularly THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD as a free 
gift from our M&M Fund, writes 


(Continued on page 7) 


oO Laie ee : 
OE Ean NOS 
pe ae heat tel ‘¥: i, ye 
. _ ? am 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, December 21, 1951 


Page Two 


AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING REVIVAL WEEKLY 


EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE, D.D., Litt.D., Editor and Publisher 
EVANGELIST BILL RICE, Associate Editor 
GRACE RICE MacMULLEN,. Circulation Manager 


Subscription rates: $2 per year, $5 for three years. Canada and foreign 
countries $2.50 a year, $6.50 for three years. - . 


Entered as second-class matter at the post office at Newton, 
Kansas, under the act of March 3, 1879. 


Publication office, 129 W. Sixth Street, Newton, Kansas. Send 
all correspondence to Editorial and Executive office at 214 West 


Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 


Merry 
Christmas 
: G 

ou! 


N Those well-worn words 
®& are like a lovely piece of 
old silver, worn smooth by 
w¢ long years of use. The fact 


¢ that they’ve been used often only makes them more satiny, 
‘@ more traditionally “just right,” for being old, cherished pos- 


sessions, 


4 But when I say “Merry Christmas,’ I mean much more ‘ 


¥ than the words themselves suggest. For you, beloved SworpD § 


reader, I want not just a merry Christmas, but a blessed one; 
PY not just a happy New Year, but a radiant, triumphant year 


% for Christ. : 

R May God pour on you this year His richest blessings, and 
4 may He through you bring showers of blessings upon all 
: your loved ones. 


7 I wouldn’t be human (being the Circulation Manager) if 
I didn’t think one of the best ways to be a channel of blessing is 
§ 


hi | 

? God bless you, this Christmas! 

4 Grace Rice MacMullen, 
7 ¥ | Circulation Manager. 
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to send THE SworRD OF THE LorD. Perhaps you'll want to make 
it your missionary project for the new year, sending a certain 
“4 number of subscriptions each month. 


| I’m thankful for every one of you, and I praise God daily 
RY for the faithful readers of THE SworD OF THE LoRD who pray 43 
for us and back us up in this ministry. 


An Abominable Translation 


A review of Letters to Young Churches, by J. B, Phillips. 
Reviewed by Dr. John R. Rice 


It is a matter of continued surprise to me when godly 
men read and even recommend to students the so-called 
translation of New Testament epistles entitled, Letters-to 
Young Churches, by J. B. Phillips. The man is openly an 
unbeliever in the authority and infallible inspiration of the 
Bible. He feels perfectly free to put in words or even whole 
sentences to make the meaning appear as he wants it to ap- 
pear. He changes the Scripture to make baptism essential 
to salvation. He translated the word elder to mean priest, 
etc. It is unscholarly, it is irreverent, it is inaccurate. Be- 
cause lots of good people, eager for something new, have 
been misled on this matter, and because it has been recom- 
mended by some people who ought to know better, I publish 
my review of the book, written September 30, 1949, addressed 
to a college professor. Christian people have no business 
reading or recommending this book, and Christian book stores 
have no business selling it, in my humble judgment. Now:to 


a detailed review. 


September 30, 1949 
Dear Dr.——: 

I have been a good deal dis- 
tressed because calls have been 
coming to the Sword Book Store 
for “Letters to Young Churches” 
a so-called translation of the 
New Testament Epistles by J. B. 
Phillips, with ‘an introduction by 
C. & Lewis. I do not know what 
teacher is recommending this book 
at the college. But I have gone 
over it pretty carefully and we 
cannot sell it in the bookstore 
because it is so poor a trans- 
lation, and in my judgment cal- 
culated to do great harm to 
young Christians, I think I should 
tell you why I think so, and I 
hope you will consider the mat- 
ter very carefully. 

- 1. The translator himself is a 
modernist and plainly does not 


hold to the inspiration of the 
Bible. He clearly says, ‘‘Without 
holding fundamentalist views on 
‘inspiration,’ he is constantly 
struck....” Any so-called trans- 
lator of the New Testament who 
does not believe in its inspira- 
tion, does not believe it is the 
Word of God, will fail of the care 
that one ought to have in deal- 
ing with God’s Word. And why 
should we recommend any author 
who is himself an enemy of Christ 
and Christianity? And why should 
we be colored by his opinions and 


teach young people to read such 


books? 

2. This unbelieving writer, this 
unconverted man then gives as 
the second point of his plan for 
the translation the following: 
“When necessary the translator 
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| blood of Christ. 
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ENGAGEMENTS 
Sword Staff of Evangelists 


G. Covell Keenum 
Dec. 30-Jan. 13, Rev. K. Crawford, 4331 
Parker Road, Port Huron, Mich.; Jan. 
14-27, Rev. E. S. Steenson, 307 N. 
Saginaw St., Byron, Mich. 


James Threlfall 
Jan. 6-20, Rev. Philip W. Horne, Simp 
son Creek Baptist Church, Bridgeport, W. 
Va.: Jan, 27-Feb. 10, Rev. Thurman Ful- 
ler, Calvary Baptist Church, Anderson, 
Ind. | 


Eddie Wagner 
Jan. 6-20, Rev. Roy Nelson, First Bap- 
tist Church, San Pedro, Calif.; Jan. 22- 
Feb. 4, Rev. Ray Dugger, 2733 58th St., 
Sacramento, Calif. 


Doug Winn 
Dec, . 18-30, Yakima, Wash.; Dec. 31- 
Jan. 11, McKinley Park Christian Church, 
Tacoma, Wash.; Jan. 13-27, Rev. Luther 
Null, Calvary Baptist Church, Burlington, 
N. C. 


These men on the Sword Staff of 
Evangelists have been called of God to do 
the work of an evangelist, and are willing 
to go wherever God clearly leads, to help 
in a revival campaign. Each of these 
God-called men have ability, are deeply 
spiritual and are successful soul winners. 
Each one is a proven evangelist. All have 


% | pastoral experience. 


Everyone of these men is sound in Bible 
doctrine, believing in the complete inspira- 


‘ tion of the Word of God, in the virgin 
Mm | birth, bodily resurrection and essential deity 


of Christ. They believe in Heaven and 
by repentance and 
They exalt the atoning 
They teach a separated 
life for Christians. They believe Christians 


Holy Spirit 


faith in Christ. 


power for soul winning. They are prayer- 
ful, loving, believing, compassionate men, 
carefully chosen to represent The Sword of 
the Lord as our official evangelists. 


For dates with any of these men of the 
Sword Staff of Evangelists, write Rev. 
Ralph E. Mucher, Field Secretary, Sword 
Staff of Evangelists, 214 West Wesley 
Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 


Please Pray for Us! 


NNO OS 


should feel free to expand or ex- 
plain, while preserving the original 
meaning as nearly as can be as- 
certained.” In other words this 
is not a translation. It is a para- 
phrase, made by an _ unbeliever, 
who feels perfectly free to ex- 
pand or explain, and ‘who would 
necessarily be unable to ascer- 
tain the original meaning of much 
that he reads. It is my earnest 
conviction after long years of 
study of this question, and I know 
that it is the conviction of the 
most reputable scholars, that no 
one-man translation can be re- 
lied upon. Inevitably a one-man 
translation is an interpretation. 
Unless a man’s translation be 


«| checked by associates and other 


scholars, it will contain the color 
of the man’s own opinion and 
doctrine. When this color is that 


* {of a modernist, and. unbeliever, 


an enemy of Christ and the gos- 
pel, then it is all the worse. One- 
man translations are not scholar- 
ly enough for one thing and they 
certainly do not reliably repre- 
sent the original text, from an 
unbiased, scholarly viewpoint. 
With the great translations that 
are available, it seems a pity for 
good Christians to follow the 
modernists after the will-o’-the- 
wisps, the one-man translation, 


simply because they are in mod-. 


ern speech. I believe such a course 
is unnecessary, that it does in- 
finite harm. I am sick of hearing 
preachers quote Moffatt in the 
pulpit as if Moffatt the infidel 
was a better translator than all 
the saints of God who have help- 
ed prepare translations in the 
past. That would indicate that 
one might well adopt the opinion 
of Moffatt’s on the integrity of 
the Scripture, and believe his 
notes about the Bible. 


But this translator is no Mof- 
fatt. He is not a scholar like 
Moffatt. And he reserves the right 
to make a “free translation” that 
is sometimes a paraphrase and 
sometimes a parody. That you 
will see if you check it on many 
important points. 

3. The introduction by C. S. 
Lewis, to my mind, is definitely 
misleading and harmful. I cannot 
think of much worse that could 
happen to young preachers in 
college than to become enamored 
of C. S. Lewis and his doctrine. 
This half-modernist, ‘'half-funda- 
mentalist, this man who thinks 
that churches without the epis- 
copacy are abomination, who 
scoffs at the security of the be- 
liever and scoffs at the premil- 
lennial coming of Christ, and who 
in many cases uses the language 
and color of unbelievers, is a 
poor example for college teach- 
ers and students to follow. Note 
please, my objections to this in- 
troduction, (a) Lewis says, ‘Most 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Dr. Fred Jarvis, missionary 
from Japan who visited the Em- 
manuel Baptist Church, Grenada, 
Mississippi, reports to THE SworD 
OF THE LoRD on the marvelous 
growth of a new church, He says: 

“The Emmanuel Baptist Church 
is in Grenada, Mississippi, and is 
one of ‘the fastest growing 
churches in the United States. It 
was founded on May 13, 1951, with 
twenty-one members. It came 
about as a direct result of a 
crisis which came in the spirit- 
ual life of a layman brother, 
Fred Simmons, during a SWORD OF 
THE Lorp conference in Toccoa, 
Georgia. Its membership at pres- 
ent is 328, nearly all of whom are 
adults and who have come into the 
church baptism. Rev. Harry Kel- 
logg, a graduate of ‘Tennessee 
Temple College, is the _ pastor. 
During a recent evangelistic cam- 
paign conducted by Evangelist E. 
B. Cunningham from Walnut 


Creek, ‘California, there were 299 
decisions, 71 additions having al- 
ready been made to the church 
as a result.” 

* * * 


A letter of Evangelist Bill Rice 
says: ‘The meeting in Presque 
Isle, Maine, begins tomorrow 
night...We have spent the last 
three days in Hartland and have 
had a very profitable time. In 
the first place, New Brunswick 
sent me a complimentary hunt- 
ing license, and I went with two 
men to a hunting lodge for a 
couple of days and shot one of 
the largest bucks recorded in this 
Province this season, with a beau- 
tiful head of horns, a twelve 
point buck.” Bill Rice recently 
had a blessed revival in Hartland, 
and at that time was invited back 
at deer season. 


FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


Every product and service advertised 

in THE SWORD OF THE LORD is in- 

vestigated and approved. 

“You May Buy With Confidence 
From Our Advertisers” 


As I grow older, I have more 
and more appreciation of God’s 
faithful, born-again spiritual 
people. These people of God 
sometimes make mistakes be- 
cause the devil disturbs them 
in their emotions or because he 
gives them false information. 
I, however, hhave found from 
my many years of experience 
that the average person who 
knows the Lord in his heart 
will have the right kind of re- 
sponse to the Cause of Jesus 
Christ when he gets the facts 
in the case. More and more 
God has raised up Christian 
friends to back Bob Jones Uni- 

. Versity with their prayers and 
give the institution financial 
support. 

The Lord is the only one who 
really knows how much we 
have had to endure, especially 
in the early days of this Chris- 
tian institution. I sometimes 
wonder if the devil did not 
know more about what God 
was going to do in the school 
than we ourselves knew. When 
we started, we believed we were 
doing God’s will; but we never 
dreamed that God was going to 
do for us what He has done. 
As I sit at my desk dictating 
this statement, I realize that 
I am sitting in the midst of a 
miracle. Here is an institution 
that has one of the finest 
plants in America. As a mat- 
ter of fact, no Christian school, 
as far as I know, ever had 
buildings and equipment that 
excel what we ‘shave here in 
Bob Jones University. 

We are just now .in our 
twenty-fifth year, yet we have 
sent scores of missionaries to a 
great many countries. This in- 
stitution has kept the fires of 
evangelism burning; and if you 
find anywhere in America a 
real evangelistic campaign, you 
will find in a majority of the 
cases that the evangelist who 
is leading the campaign or the 
singer who is directing the 
music or someone connected 
with the campaign got his slant 
on evangelism at Bob Jones 
University. 

Twenty-five years ago when 
we founded this institution, 
evangelism was at the lowest 
ebb it had been in America 
for a hundred years, Modernists 
‘were taking over. These mod- 
ernists said that they were go- 
ing to build a new world, and 
evangelism was pushed into the 
background. We kept up the 
evangelistic testimony, and a 
mumber of the very wonderful 
young evangelists in this coun- 
try got their start in Bob Jones 
University during the first two 
or three years of the school’s 
history. Bob Jones University 
always puts emphasis upon cul- 
ture and academic efficiency, 


ways been on soul winning. 
When people think of Bob 
Jones University, they some- 
times forget that we have high 
academic standards and culture 
because of the tremendous spir- 
itual and evangelistic empha- 
sis the institution has always 
given. We have told the faculty 
and students from the very be- 
ginning that when people think 
of Bob Jones University, we 
want them to think of Jesus 
Christ, Who died on the cross 
to save sinners. | 

| According to the Bible, know- 
ledge puffeth up. Being an 
evangelist, I have noted this 
through the years in many 
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places. So when I founded the 
school, I knew there was no 
danger of too strong an evan- 
gelistic emphasis in an educa- 
tional institution with high 
academic standards. The min- 
isterial students of Bob Jones 
University lead ‘about 50,000 
souls to Jesus Christ every 
year. The spiritual people in 
America who know these things 
about Bob Jones University are 
interested in the institution. 
That is the reason it has been 
the fastest-growing Christian 
school in the history of Ameri- 
ca. That is the reason it draws 
students from all parts of the 
world. If I could get you Chris- 
tian people together and could 
tell you all the facts connected 
with the institution, you would 
understand just what I mean 
when I talk about the evan- 
gelistic emphasis. 

Sometimes we ‘have fought 
a lonely battle, but we did not 
stop. God has spared my life 
to see what the old-time Gospel 
emphasis will do in a Christian 
school. If the Lord had told me 
about the struggles ahead of 
me when TI started Bob Jones 
University, I do not know 
whether I would have had the 
courage to start or not,.I am 
glad I did not know. He gave 
us grace step by step and did 
it in spite of the opposition, 
some of which came from peo- 
ple who are supposed to believe 
the Gospel. We, however, have 
gone on to victory by the grace 
of God. 

Now, I would like to thank 
all of you Christian people who 
have helped us. Many of you 
have prayed for us. You have 
stood by us. I want to thank 
you for your prayers for me 
personally and for the prayers 
you have sent up to God for 
Bob, Jr., the president of the 
institution, and your prayers 
for all of Bob’s associates and 
also your prayers for the stu- 
dent body. Please keep praying 
for all of us. We need prayer 
more than we need anything 
else in the world. 

Now, having said this, I am 
making an appeal to you Chris- 
tian people to help us complete 
the drive to raise $1,000,000 for 
this Student Loan Endowment 
Fund. This appeal I am writing 
should appear about Christmas 
time. Please do what you can. 
If you cannot make an invest- 
ment now, please make an in- 
vestment between now and the 
first of next May. You Chris- 
tians who have helped us in 
the past, please make an ad- 
ditional contribution. You folks 
who have not helped us, we are 
going to count on your help- 
ing us now. If the Lord tarries, 
we are going to keep up this 
drive until we reach the $1,000,- 
we have started out to” 
raise. I have a feeling that you 
folks who love the Lord and 
appreciate real spiritual values 
will help us by investing in this 
Student Loan Endowment Fund 


get the type of training that 
Bob Jones University offers so 
they can go out into the world 
and win lost people to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Thank you for 
whatever God may lead you 
to do. | 
Yours in His service, 
BOB JONES, Founder 
Bob Jones University 
Greenville, S. C. 
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By Dr. E. J. Daniels, Evangelist and Editor 
Christ for the World, Orlando, Florida 
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We believe God answers prayer, don’t we? How many 
of you believe that God really is a prayer-answering God? 
How many of you have ever prayed a prayer that apparently 
God ignored and did not answer? Every one of us will have 
to confess that many of our prayers did not avail. 


Now, if God is a prayer-answer- 
ing God and if when we pray noth- 
ing happens, there must be a rea- 
son behind it. Tonight if we can 
find out why. our prayers are not 
answered, then find out how to 
get them answered, it will indeed 
be a blessed hour. 

I will be reading many Scrip- 
tures. One is James 4:3: 

“Ye ask, and receive not, be- 
cause ye ask amiss, that ye may 
consume it upon your lusts.” 

Notice what it says: “Ye ask, 
and receive not, because ye ask 
amiss, that ye may consume it 
upon youf lusts.” Let us put it 
this way: “Ye ask, and receive not, 
because—” and then let us go 
elsewhere in the Bible to find why 
God does not always answer our 
prayers. 

_ First, we do not meet the con- 
ditions that govern answer to 
prayer. Now God is a sovereign 
God but God does what He does 
according to certain laws _and 
rules, something like the law of 


electricity. That light bulb burns 


by a certain law, I could sing songs 
to that light bulb; I could say I 
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believe in electricity; I could even 
get down and pray to it; I could 
put mottoes on the wall; I could 
praise and do whatever I wanted 
to: but that light bulb will not 
give light until I have met the 
law of electricity. It is the same 
way with God, who sends out an- 
swers to prayer only when the con- 
ditions are met. 

We believe in radio broadcasting 
stations, don’t we? Right now there 
are coming through this audience 
various messages or various music, 
but we are not hearing them be- 
cause we are not meeting the laws 
that govern that radio reception. 
My brother, God Almighty may 
be right now wanting to answer 
your prayer and may be wanting 
to give you a miracle in answer 
to prayer, but God cannot do it 
because you will not meet the laws 
that govern answer to prayer. 

Now, unless you understand 
that there are two kinds of prom- 
ises concerning prayer—a general 
promise and the regulating prom- 
ises—you will either be an infidel 
or a fanatic concerning prayer. 
promise concerning 
prayer is “whatsoever ye shall ask 
. , « ye shall receive’ (Matt. 21: 
22). But there are many regulat- 
ing promises that govern when that 
promise functions. ‘“Whatsoever ye 

. ask... in my name,” “What- 
soever ye ask according to God’s 
will,’ and many other conditions 
must be met if we are to get our 
prayers answered. Let me _ just 
briefly outline some of them to- 
night. 


In Order to Get Prayers 
Answered, One Must Be 
a Child of God 


The very first condition is, you 
must be a child of God. I am as 
positive as my name is E. J. Dan- 
iels that God does not answer the 
prayer of a Christ-rejecter. The 
only prayer on earth that a Christ- 
rejecter can pray and get answered 
is, “God be merciful to me a sin- 
ner and save me for Jesus’ sake.” 
The very moment a man prays 
that prayer, that very moment God 
hears him, and the question is, 
Does he really pray as a lost man 
or as a saved man, because while 
he is yet calling, God will answer 
and will save his soul? | 

Now, I don’t need to argue this 
point. You know that “there is... 
one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus” (I Tim. 
2:5), and you cannot get through 
to God except through that one 
man, who is the Lord Jesus Christ. 
It is utterly impossible to reach 
God except through Him. 

Now, if I trample His blood un- 
der my feet, if I ignore Christ, if 
I am not a child of God, I shut 
Heaven’s ear to my cry. 


God Will Not Hear the 
Backslider’s Prayer 


The second thing is not only for 
us to be saved, but we must be 
separated. God will not hear the 
prayers of backsliders. The Bible 
teaches that everywhere. 

For example, we read over here 
in James 5:16 that “the effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much.” What about the 
prayer of a backslider? -In Isaiah 
59:1, .2,\God says: “Behold, the 
Lord’s hand is not shortened, that 
it cannot save; neither his ear 
heavy, that it cannot hear: But 
your iniquities have separated be- 
tween you and your God, and your 
sins have hid his face from you, 
that he will not hear.” 

David said, “If I regard iniquity 
in my heart, the Lord will not 
hear me” (Psa. 66:18). God won't 
hear the prayer and answer the 
prayer of a backslider in rebellion 
against God! The reason many of 
our prayers do not get higher than 
the sound of our voice is because 
either in omission or commission 
we have sinned against God, 
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It is illustrated by this story, 
which is said to be true, Out here 
in the Northwest there was a snow- 
storm. A family gave out of gro- 
ceries. The wife asked the husband 
to go to the telephone and order 
out some more groceries. 


So this man went to the tele- 
phone and rang up central, but 
he got no answer. He kept ringing, 
but no answer came. Angrily, he 
snapped down the receiver and with 
an oath said, “I’m going by and 
make them take that thing out! 
They are down there just gossip- 
ing and they won’t pay any atten- 
tidh to me.” He went by the cen- 
tral office to bawl them out. They 
said, ““Mister, we didn’t know you 
were trying to get us; we haven't 
heard any signal.” 

“Yes, you did. You just wouldn't 
pay any attention to me. Go by 
there and take that phone out!” 

They knew something was wrong, 
s9 they traced the telephone line 
trom the central office out to the 
man’s house. They found that in 
a certain place where the lines 
came close together an owl had 
lighted on one line and was frozen 
to death, The owl fell back on the 
other line, short circuiting it. So 
the man wasn’t ringing central; he 
was ringing a dead owl! 


Now, that is exactly why many 
of our prayers don’t get higher 
than the sound of our voice. We 
get down on our knees and we cry 
to Almighty God to do something 
for us, but God does not hear be- 
cause a dead owl is on the line! 
The reason many of us church 
members are not praying miracu- 
lously answered prayers is because 
we are not living the kind of life 
that Elijah lived in order that we 
might have the kind of answers 
that God gave to Elijah. : 

What right do you have to ex- 
pect God to answer your prayer 
in a big way if you won’t do what 
God asked you to do? 


Because of Unbelief We Fail 
to Get Prayers Answered 


Then God does not answer 
prayer because of our unbelief and 
lack of faith. I imagine somebody 
says, “Brother Daniels, you are 
not going to stand up there and 
make that trite statement that 
without faith you can’t get your 
prayers answered? Everybody 
knows we have to have faith.” 

Yes, everybody knows that, but 
very few seem to do anything 
about it. Most of us know that we 
have to have faith, but we don't 
have the faith. Listen to what 
James one time said, 

“If any of you lack wisdom, let 
him ask of God, that giveth to all 
men liberally, and upbraideth not; 
and it shall be given him, But let 
him ask in faith, nothing waver- 
ing. For he that wavereth is like 
a wave of the sea driven with the 
wind and tossed. For let not that 
man think that he shall receive any 
thing of the Lord” (James 1:5-7). 

That is why our prayers are not 
answered, In other words, he says 
that a man who wavers and doubts 
when he prays is not going to get 
anything from God! And in the 
light of that, I wonder why any of 
us get any prayers answered. How 
many times have you prayed when 
you didn’t waver a little bit? A 
lot of people kid themselves into 
thinking that just because they be- 
lieve that God can answer prayer, 
that’s faith. That isn’t faith! Thete 
isn’t a devil in Hell that doesn’t 
believe that God can do it. The 
trouble with most of us is that 
when it comes to asking God for 
a specific thing, we get shaky right 
there. 

There is the crowd in.the twelfth 
chapter of Acts. They had met 


there in the house of one of the- 


deacons to pray for Peter to get 
out of prison. One of the pastors, 
James, had already been beheaded. 
They got down there and started 
praying for God to get Peter out 
of prison, I think Peter did some 
praying, too. Personally I don't 
think God paid any attention to 
their prayers. After awhile God 
sent an old earthquake that shook 
the jail and the jail doors were 
open, Peter got out and came up 
to the house, went over and knock- 
ed on the door, A girl came out to 
the door and when she saw Peter, 
she ran back in and said, “Hey, 
hey, hey, it's Peter, it’s Peter!” 
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They said, “Thank God for an- 
swering our prayers!” Is that what 
they said? No, they said, “Girl, 
you're mad, We’re just playing 
prayer meeting. We’re not expect- 
ing an answer. You're crazy!” 


After awhile, when Peter got 
tired waiting, he came in, When 
they saw Peter, did they shout and 
thank God for answering their 
prayers? No. They said, “It’s a 
ghost, it’s a ghost. God isn’t go- 
ing to answer our prayers.” 

My brother, some of us are just 
as bad as that. If we were to go 
to a hospital and see a man’s face 
that was eaten up with cancer, and 
we got down on our knees and 
prayed for God to heal that man 
of cancer and suddenly we got up 
off our knees and opened our eyes 
and the man’s face was perfectly 
well again and he was getting out 
of bed, we would jump through 
the window and they would have 
to put us in the hospital! Some of 
us couldn’t take it, We don’t be- 
lieve that God will answer prayer. 
That is why many of our prayers 
are not answered. 

We are not praying in faith and 
we don’t expect God to do any- 
thing. We ought to be specific and 
we ought to ask God and expect 
Him to do it. 

We ought to be as definite as 
a girl up in Toronto, Canada, a 
member of Dr. Smith’s church. A 
Miss Kenyon who used to be 
there talked to this girl about giv- 
ing up a boy who wasn’t good for 
her spiritually. Miss Kenyon told 
me that this girl actually prayed 
this prayer. She got down on her 
knees and said, “O God, I’m con- 
vinced that this man isn’t good 
for my life and I want you to take 
him out of my life, but I want you 
to reinstate another one in his 
place immediately.” Our trouble 
is not getting down to business. In 
other words, that is asking in faith. 
That was expecting God to do 
something about it. Listen, why 
shouldn’t we ask and expect God 
to do exactly what we ask _accord- 
ing to His promise? 


is‘God’s power, one is God’s prom- 
ise and the other is God’s past 
performance. , 

Now, first of. all, take God’s 
power. Is there anything God can’t 
do, brother? You can’t open your 
mouth up wide enough to ask God 
so much that it will stagger al- 
mighty God. His power is abso- 
lutely unlimited, so you can ask 
what you will. Secondly, God’s 
promises. Has He ever broken a 
promise? He promises to answer 
prayer, and you can plead those 
promises and expect God to ful- 
fill. 

Then finally, God’s past per- 
formance. What God has done in 
the past, Ged can. do again. Do 


you believe that? We have the 
same God that Elijah had. When 
we pray, why don’t we expect the 
God of Elijah to perform some 
of the answers ‘to prayer He per- 
formed for Elijah? 


I wish we had the same God that 
George Mueller had. Dr. Jarvis, 
if God will give you the faith, and 
you get on your knees and pray 
to God, He might be able to do 
some great work through you and 
your work as a missionary as He 
did through George Mueller as the 
leader in an orphanage and other 
things. In other words, what God 
has done in the past, He will do 
again! 

A preacher friend of mine said 
he once went to a colored Baptist 
convention and heard an old Ne- 
gro preacher preach on a great 
subject. His subject was, “Do It 
Again, Lord, Do It Again.” His 
text was Hebrews 13:8, “Jesus 
Christ the same yesterday, and to- 
day, and for ever.” The old colored 
man explained that God never 
changes and our God is the same 
today as He was back there, Then 
he went back through the Bible 
and began to tell about the great 
things that God had done for His 
people. Every time he would tell 
about some great thing that God 
had done, some great answer to 
prayer, that God had given, about 
some great blessing that God had 
given, the old man would shout 
out, “Do it again, Lord, do it 
again”! 

When you read that God has 
answered prayer in the Bible or 
anywhere else, put it down that 
God can do it again and God’s 
performances ought to encourage 
us to pray and ask mighty and 
great things of God. Let us pray 
and expect God to answer. Let us 
ask God to forgive us of our own 
lack of faith and to give us greater 
faith. 


Selfish Reasons Hinder 
Prayer 
Now, the next reason that ouf 
prayers are ngt answered is be- 


says, “Ye ask, and receive not, be- 
cause ye ask amiss, that ye may 
consume it upon your lusts.” What 
does he mean? He means that you 
have self at the bottom of your 
praying. Why do you want God to 
give you a certain thing? 

Now, take my friend, Brother 
Simmons, over here. He is a lum- 
ber man. Suppose Brother Sim- 
mons got down and said, “Lord, 
I want you to help me make 
$20,000 this year more than I made 
last year,” and God came back and 
said, “All right, Brother Simmons, 
that’s a reasonable request. Now, 
just tell me, why do you want that 
$20,000?” 


. 
(Continued ry ee Bel Sh 
AV ro © ee) ae 4 ee & 8 WAAad a?» ‘J 


Pe AS Rk Foe Ce aE ee 


Page Four 


THE 


SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, December 21, 1951 


Sanctification By The Blood of Christ: 


By the late Dr. H. A. Ironside 


The great theme of the epistle to the Hebrews is that 
aspect of sanctification which has been designated positional, 
or absolute; not now a work wrought in the soul by the Holy 
Spirit, but the glorious result of that wondrous work ac- 
complished by the Son of God when He offered up Himself 
to put away sin upon the cross of Calvary. 


By virtue of that sacrifice the 
believer is forever set apart to 
God, his conscience purged, and he 
himself transformed from an un- 
clean sinner into a holy worshiper, 
linked up in an abiding relation- 
ship with the Lord Jesus Christ; 
for “both He that sanctifieth and 
they who are sanctified are -all of 
one: for which cause He is not 
ashamed to call them brethren” 
(Heb. 2:11). According to I Corin- 
thians 1:30, they are “in Christ 
Jesus, who of God is made unto 
us... sanctification.” They are 
“accepted in the Beloved.” God 
sees them in Him, and looks at 
them as He looks at His Son. “As 
he is, so are we in this world” 
(I John 4:17). This is not our 
state. No believer has ever been 
wholly like the Lord Jesus in a 
practical way. The highest and 
best experience would not reach 
up to this. But as to our standing 
(our new position), we are reck- 
oned by God to be “as he jis.” 


The basis of all this is the 
blood-shedding and _ biood-sprink- 
ling of our Saviour. ‘Jesus also, 
that he might sanctify the people 
with his own blood, suffered with- 
out the gate” (Heb. 13:12). By no 
other means could we be purged 
from our sins and set apart to 
God. : 


The main argument of the epis- 
tle is very fully developed in chap- 
ters 8 to 10, inclusive. There the 
two covenants are contrasted. The 
old covenant asked of man what 
it never got—-that is perfect obe- 
dience; because it was not in man 
to give it. The new covenant 
guarantees all blessing through 
ihe work of Another; and from 
the knowledge of this springs the 
desire to obey on the part of the 
object of such grace. 


In the old dispensation there 
was a sanctuary of an earthly or- 
der; and connected with it were 
ordinances of a carnal character, 
which nevertheless foreshadowed 
good things to come—the very 
blessings we are now privileged to 
enter into the enjoyment of. 


But in the tabernacle God had 
Shut Himself away from sinful 
man, and He dwelt in the holiest 
of all. Man was shut out. Once 
only every year a representative 
man, the high priest, went in to 
God, “but not without blood.” Ev- 
ery great day of atonement the 
same ritual service was perform- 
ed; but all the sacrifices offered 
under the law could not put away 
one sin, or “make him that did the 
service perfect as pertaining to 
the conscience.” 

The perfection of Hebrews, let 
it be noted, is not perfection of 
character or of experience, but 
perfection as to the conscience. 
That is, the great question taken 
up is, How can a polluted sinner, 
with a defiled conscience, procure 
a conscience that no longer ac- 
cuses him, but now permits him 
unhinderedly to approach God? 
The blood of bulk and of goats 
cannot effect this. Legal works 
cannot procure so precious a boon. 
The proof of it is manifest in 
Israel's history, for the continual 
sacrifices proved that no sacrifice 


sufficient to purge the conscience 
“had yet been offered. “For then 


would they not have ceased to be 
offered? because that the wor- 
shipers once purged should have 
had no more conscience of sins” 
(chap. 10:2). ~ 

How little do holiness professors 
enter into words like these! “Once 
purged!” “No more conscience of 
sins!” What do such expressions 
mean? Something, dear reader, 
which, if but grasped by Chris- 
tians generally, would free them 
from all their questionings, doubts 
and fears. 

The legal sacrifices were not 
great enough in value to atone 
for sin. This having been fully 
attested, Christ Himself came to 


do the will of God, as it was writ- 


ten in the volume of the book. 
Doing that will meant for Him 
going down into death and pour- 
ing out His blood for our salva- 
tidn: “By the which will we are 
sanctified through the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for 
all” (10:10). Observe, then, that 
our sanctification and His one of- 
fering stand or fall together. We 
believe the record, and God de- 
clares ‘“‘we are sanctified.” There 
is no growth, no progress, and 
certainly no second work, in this. 
It is a great fact, true of all 
Christians. And this sanctification 
is. eternal in character, because 
our great Priest’s work is done 
perfectly, and is never to be re- 
peated, asthe following verses 
insist: “For by one offering He 
hath perfected forever them that 
are sanctified” (ver. 14). Could 
words be plainer or language more 
expressive? He who doubts shows 
himself either unwilling or afraid 
to rest on so startling a truth! 


That one true sacrifice effectu- 
ally purges the conscience once 
for all, so -that the intelligent 
believer can now rejoice in the 
assurance that he is _ forever 
cleansed from his guilt and de- 
filement by the _ blood-sprinkling 
of Jesus Christ. Thus, and thus 
only, the sanctified are perfected 
forever, as regards the conscience. 

A simple illustration may help 
any who still have difficulty as 
to this expression, peculiar to Heb- 
rews, “a purged conscience.” A 
man is in debt to another who has 
again and again demanded pay- 
ment. Being unable to pay, and 
that because he has  unwisely 
wasted his substance, and this 
known to his creditor, he becomes 
unhappy when in the latter’s pres- 
ence. A _ desire to avoid him 
springs up and takes control of 
him. His conscience is uneasy and 
defiled. He knows well he is 
blameworthy, yet he is incapable 
of righting matters. But another 
appears, who, on the debtor’s be- 
half, settles the claim in the full- 
est manner, and hands to the 
troubled one a receipt for all. Is 
he now afraid to meet the other? 
Does he shrink from facing him? 
Not at all; and why? Because he 
has now a perfect, or a purged, 
conscience in regard to the matter 
that once exercised him. 

It is thus that the work of the 
Lord Jesus has met all God’s 
righteous claims against the sin- 
ner; and the believer, resting upon 
the divine testimony as to the 
value of that work, is purged by 
the blood of Christ and “perfected 
forever” in the sight of the Holy 
One. He is sanctified by that 
blood, and that for eternity. 


Having been turned from the 
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ternal 


Dr. H. A. ltronside 


power of Satan unto God, he has 
forgiveness of sins, and is assured 
of an inheritance among them 
that are sanctified by faith that 
is in Christ Jesus(Acts 26:18). 


But there is an_ expression 
used farther on in the chapter 
that may still perplex and bewil- 
der those who have not appre- 
bended that -profession is one 
thing and possession another. In 
order to be clear as to this, it will 
be necessary to examine the whole 
passage, which I therefore quote 


in full, italicizing the expression 


referred to. 

“For if we sin wilfully after 
that we have received the know- 
ledge of the truth, there remain- 
eth no more sacrifice for sins, but 
a certain fearful looking for of 
judgment and fiery indignation 
which shall devour the adversa- 
ries. He that despised Moses’ law 


BUGS sineniem 


“My dear Grace, 


, le Dr Sie Metiem 
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: 


— 


died without mercy under two or 
three witnesses: of how much 
sorer punishment, suppose ye, 
shall he be thought worthy who 
hath trodden*under foot the Son 
of God, and hath counted the 
blood of the covenant, wherewith 
he was sanctified, an unholy thing, 
and hath done despite unto the 
Spirit of grace?” (vers. 26-29). 

In what we have already gone 
over we have seen that he who is 
sanctified by the one offering of 
Christ upon the cross, that is, by 
His precious blood, is perfected 
forever. But in this passage it is 
equally plain that one who counts 
the blood of the covenant, where- 
with he was sanctified, an unholy 
thing, shall be forever lost. In or- 
der not to miss the true force of 
this for our souls, it is necessary 
that we give some attention to 
what we have already designated 
‘“nositional sanctification.” Of old 
all the people of Israel, and all 
who were associated with them, 
were set apart to God both on the 
night of the passover and after- 
wards in the wilderness. But this 
did not necessarily imply a work 


of the Spirit in their souls. Many 


“On coming home this morning, I read THE SWORD on my 
desk: and was delighted with the word about the birthday on 
December 1]. Here’s a wee candle from friend wife and me. Mis- 
sionaries are our special interest, so here’s help to send THE SWORD 

- to some of them. A candle per year—think if J.R.R. were Methuselch! 


pile iS eile lle le lie ilemieiiemeiieiielie memenemen 
President of Wheaton College 
Sends Birthday Greetings! 


Dr. V. Raymond Edman, president of Wheaton College, read 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD of.our plans for celebrating the 
editor's fifty-sixth birthday. We suggested that Dr. Rice's friends 
honor him on his birthday by sending subscriptions to THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD. (Of course, Dr. Rice gets no profit from THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD, but has the joy of editing it.) Dr. Edman enclosed his 
check for $56.00, with the following note: 


“Cheerily, 
V. Raymond Edman.” 


doubtless 

sprinkled houses 
night, when the destroying angel 
passed through to smite the un- 
sheltered first-born, who had no 
real faith in God. Yet they were 
by the blood of the-Lamb put in 


were in the blood- 


that solemn 


a place of blessing, a _ position 
where they shared in many hal- 
lowed privileges. So afterward 
with those who were under the 
cloud and passed through the sea, 
being baptized unto Meses in the 
cloud and in the sea. All were -in 
the same position. All shared the 
same outward blessings. But the 
wilderness was the place of test- 


ing, and soon proved who were 


real and who were not. 

At the present time God has 
no. special nation, to be allied to 
which is to come into a position 
of outward nearness to Him. But 
He has a people who have been 
redeemed to Himself out of all 
kindreds and tongues and peoples 
and nations, by the precious blood 
of the Lamb of God, All who ally 
themselves by profession with 
that company are outwardly 
among the blood-sheltered: in this 
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Page Nine 


‘Why God Does Not Answer 


(Continued from page 8) 


had prayed for years for a saloon 
to burn down on the corner, but 
the thing stayed there. Miranda, 
the colored woman, came to wash. 
She said, “Miranda, that old sa- 
loon down there has been damn- 
ing so many boys and girls and I 


Jhave been nravinge..far...vears...the 
| “Jl 02 912 no 


for our church than anybody else.” 
He spent about five minutes 
bragging on him and ended up by 
saying, “I want to nominate Old 
Brother MacDonald to conduct our 
revival.” 

When he got through I tried to 
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ray 


(Continued from page 1) 
become a new creature. That is. 
regeneration. 


You 


has a marginal reading, which 
says, “Verily, verily, I say unto 
you except a man be born from 
above.’ So when you say you 


FSO en SiD-tbatifcals 


have 


Regeneration 


come 
will notice that this text 
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another person says, 


answers, 
“Because 
atonement seems to me to be so 
impossible. 
how Jesus 


“IT cannot 
to Jesus.” Why? And he 
among other reasotis, 
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Some of Dr. Rice’s most-used Sermons 


1. SKELETONS DO COME 
OUT OF THEIR. CLOSETS! 


At the last judgment of the unsaved 
dead the ghosts of past sins will come 
to haunt poor doomed sinners. God's 
record books will be opened. Sinners at 
last will receive their wages. This first 
sermon is really an exposition of the 
twentieth chapter of Revelation. Though 
filled with Scripture and the clearest 
explanation™.of the great doctrine of 
salvation by grace, the language is so 
plain, so fervent, so readable it stirs 
and burns and convicts. Hundreds have been saved 
through this sermon. 


2. “APPOINTED TO DIE!” 


And that is one appointment the sinner must meet. 
People do not like deathbed tales in the pulpit, 
they say, but they do.not like them in their own 
private bedrooms, either, nor on the battlefields, nor 
in an automobile wreck, nor wherever each must 
face his own deathbed tale! And the man who is 
not ready to die is not fit to live, says the evangelist. 
Alarming, convicting, saving gospel truth. 


3. “AMERICA GETS BACK HER 
SCRAP’ IRON” 


is a Bible sermon showing ‘that nations, like indi- 
viduals, reap what they sow; that America, in 
the terrible war, is simply getting back the scrap 
iron she sold Japan for the murder of innocent 
Chinese; that an angry God uses Hitler to pun- 
ish America for breaking faith with little Ethiopia, 
with Czechoslovakia, with China: that God is 
calling America to account for her drunkenness, 
her adultery, her modernism and infidelity and 
worldliness' and her rejection of Christ! Hundreds 
asked that this be printed in tract form. 


4. “THE BACKSLIDER.” 


Who is a backslider? The sorrows of backsliding. 
Why do people backslide? Is a backslider saved or 
lost? How can the backslider get cleansing and 
peace and victory? 


5. The sermon, “THE MAS- 
TER IS COME AND CALL- 
ETH FOR THEE,” 
tells how God calls through the Bible, 
through Christians, through provi- 
dential care and blessings, and in 
trouble and heartache. Hundreds who 
have suffered have found in this ser- 
mon God's call, and through it hun- 
dreds have been saved. 


Highly Commended 


‘‘All of these interesting messages are full of truth, needed truth, and 
truth needed NOW. Some awful facts are to be faced in this book, but they 
. are needed facts. The author portrays conditions as they are and. destiny as 
it shall be. This book is for this age and should be in every home. It will be 


a biessing.”,—-BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR. 


“You will not go to sleep .. .”,—-BAPTIST STANDARD. 
“IT do not know when I have read a book that gripped me more.. .’—REV. 


B, Mi keane Cadle Tabernacle, Indianapolis. 

ee e 
Jonathan Edwards and the 
Revivalism ...7”’-—STANDARD PUBLISHING. CO. 


tupe of evangelism represented carries one back to the days of 
Great Awakening in the history of American 


6 and 7. The two sermons, “CHRIS- 
TIANS WATCHING JESUS DIE” and 
“LOST SINNERS AT THE CROSS OF 
CHRIST,” 


are really two parts of the same message showing 
a cross-section of the crowd at the. crucifixion. A 
heart-moving and dramatic presentation that causes 
a Christian to examine himself as to whether he is 
near the cross, a secret disciple like Joseph of 
Arimathea, or a backslider afar off like Peter, and 
causes lost sinners to see the motives of their 
hearts revealed in their attitude toward the crucified 
Saviour. 


8. “WHAT SHALL I DO THEN WITH 
JESUS?” 


The age-old question of sinners, expressed by 
Pilate, is here brought by the evangelist. How 
clearly the scene is pictured! How sharply the 
lines are drawn! And every sinner must say yes 
or no to Jesus Christ; must be for Him or against 
Him, must love Him or hate Him, must accept Him 
or reject Him, must crown Him or crucify Him! 


9 “THE UNCONDEMNING SAVIOUR.” 


This deeply devotional study shows why the Lord 
Jesus could not defend Himself at His trial before 
the Sanhedrin nor before Pilate, nor on the cross; 
reminds us of the infinite tenderness of the Saviour 
toward the sinners He met day by day, crooked tax 
collector, fallen woman, or dying thief. And yet 
it shows how those that reject Christ must be con- 
demned. 


10. Every man needs a refuge. “JESUS, 
THE SINNER’S REFUGE” 


has specially fine illustrations. We think you will 
never forget “old Coaley,” the greyhound, and the 
two rabbits, so different, representing two con- 
trasting attitudes cn the part of sinners. Nor will 
you forget the tender story 
hack of Charles Wesley's 
immortal hymn, “Jesus, 
Lover of My Soul.” Sure- 
ly some poor distressed 
Sinners will be saved as 
they read this. 


11. “THE LAST 
INVITATION IN 
THE BIBLE.” 

An exposition of Revela- 
tion 22:17. How heart- 
warming, how tender, ap- 
pealing to all the yearn- 
ing of sin-sick hearts, is 


Christ's last invitation in 
the Bible. 


By all means, at any sacrifice, secure 
a copy of this remarkable book | of 
eleven evangelistic messages. You 
are in for an experience rarely en- 
joyed, when you read this book. 
Packed with dynamic preaching 
which will warm, bless and save— 
colorful, Spirit-filled preaching by 
Dr. Rice at his best. 


191 pages of revival tears, glory and blessing; 11 greatly-used evan- 
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subscription now expires in February, 1952, it would be extended 4 
full years, to February, 1956.) 


I know most SWORD readers will want to accept this offer 


for three reasons. 

| 4. That $3.00 saving! When a good 

yt: Christian, can save $3.00 by good 

of business,’ that is reason enough to 
act. But here is another reason.... 

®. Your 4-year renewal subscription will help 
us very, very much. Your subscribing for four 
| years at a time means we will save printing and 
inserting 16 renewal notices, will save 4 renewal 
letters, and making 3 address stencils. As a good 


P Christian who wants the work of 
ntl the Lord to prosper, who reads THE 
ys: 


SWORD OF THE LORD and has kecome our partner in this 
good work, you will want to cooperate and help us while 

you help yourself, I know. 
But there is another very important reason... 

goO™ ye 

gv? as a matter of principle, not haphazardly as they hap- 
pen to feel like it or if the thing is pressed on them by 
circumstances. Christians are commanded to be “Not slothful in business; 
fervent in spirit; serving the Lord” (Rom. 12:11). Good Christians are good 
business people. We think it will please God for every one who can to 


accept this offer—and we know it will profit you and help THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD greatly. " 


It would be too bad to risk neglecting the matter and missing 
copies of THE SWORD OF THE LORD when you can save 
money, help us, please the Lord, and dismiss the matter from 
your mind for four years of uninterrupted blessings! 
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to your present subscription. You save money and that with- 
out any financial strain. 
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readers. Good Christians are those who do things right 
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if you enclose $5 with your order for a four years’ subscrip- 
tion to THE SWORD OF THE LORD. we will be glad to send 
you free this lovely Scripto ball-point fountain pen 4 1/8 inches 
long. gleaming plastic and metal. (Offer of free pen not good 
after January 1). 


You may subscribe for others on same basis if you wish, 
but only for a 4-year subscripiion to each person. 

Uf you have already sent in your 4-year re- 
newal, why not subscribe for another for Christ- 
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Sanctification By The Blood of Ch 


By the late Dr. H. A. Ironside 


The great theme of the epistle to the Hebrews is that 
aspect of sanctification which has been designated positional, 
or absolute; not now a work wrought in the soul by the Holy 
Spirit, but the glorious result of that wondrous work ac- 
complished by the Son of God when He offered up Himself 


to put away sin upon the cross 


of Calvary. 


By virtue of that sacrifice the 
believer is forever set apart to 
God, his conscience purged, and he 
himself transformed from an un- 
clean sinner into a holy worshiper, 
Jinked up in an abiding relation- 
ship with the Lord Jesus Christ; 
for “both He that sanctifieth and 
they who are sanctified are-all of 
one: for which cause He is not 
ashamed to call them brethren” 
(Heb. 2:11). According to I Corin- 
thians 1:30, they are “in Christ 
Jesus, who of God is made unto 
us ... sanctification.” They are 
“accepted in the Beloved.” God 
sees them in Him, and looks at 
them as He looks at His Son. “As 
he is, so are we in this world” 
(I John 4:17). This is not our 
state. No believer has ever been 
wholly like the Lord Jesus in a 
practical way. The highest and 
best experience would not reach 
up to this. But as to our standing 
(our new position), we are reck- 
oned by God to be “as he is.” 


The basis of all this is the 
blood-shedding and _ biood-sprink- 
ling of our Saviour. “Jesus also, 
that he might sanctify the people 
with his own blood, suffered with- 
out the gate” (Heb. 13:12). By no 
other means could we be purged 
from our sins and set apart to 
God. 


The main argument of the epis- 
tle is very fully developed in chap- 
ters 8 to 10, inclusive. There the 
two covenants are contrasted. The 
old covenant asked of man what 
it never got—that is perfect obe- 
dience; because it was not in man 
to give it. The new covenant 
guarantees all blessing through 
ithe work of Another; and from 
the knowledge of this springs the 
desire to obey on the part of the 
object of such grace. 


In the old dispensation there 
was a sanctuary of an earthly or- 
der; and connected with it were 
ordinances of a carnal character, 
which nevertheless foreshadowed 
good things to come—the very 
blessings we are now privileged to 
enter into the enjoyment of. 


But in the tabernacle God had 
shut Himself away from sinful 
man, and He dwelt in the holiest 
of all. Man was shut out. Once 
only every year a representative 
man, the high priest, went in to 
God, “but not without blood.” Ev- 
ery great day of atonement the 
same ritual service was perform- 
ed; but all the sacrifices offered 
under the law could not put away 
one sin, or “make him that did the 
service perfect as pertaining to 
the conscience.” 

The perfection of Hebrews, let 
it be noted, is not perfection of 
character or of experience, but 
perfection as to the conscience. 
That is, the great question taken 
up is, How can a polluted sinner, 
with a defiled conscience, procure 
a conscience that no longer ac- 
cuses him, but now permits him 
unhinderedly to approach God? 
The blood of bulls and of goats 
cannot effect this. Legal works 
cannot procure so precious a boon. 
The proof of it is manifest in 
Israel’s history, for the continual 
sacrifices proved that no sacrifice 
sufficient to purge the conscience 
had yet been offered. “For then 
would they not have ceased to be 
offered? because that the wor- 
shipers once purged should have 
had no more conscience of sins” 
(chap. 10:2). 

How little do holiness professors 
enter into words like these! “Once 
purged!” “No more conscience of 
sins!” What do such expressions 
mean? Something, dear reader, 
which, if but grasped by Chris- 
_tians generally, would free them 
from all their questionings, doubts 
and fears. 

The legal sacrifices were not 
great enough in value to atone 
for sin. This having been fully 
attested, Christ Himself came to 
do the will of God, as it was writ- 


Doing that will meant for Him 
going down into death and pour- 
ing out His blood for our salva- 
tidn: “By the which will we are 
sanctified through the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for 
all” (10:10). Observe, then, that 
our sanctification and His one of- 
fering stand or fall together. We 
believe the record, and God de- 
clares “we are sanctified.” There 
is no growth, no progress, and 
certainly no second work, in this. 
It is a great fact, true of all 
Christians. And this sanctification 
is. eternal in character, because 
our great Priest’s work is done 
perfectly, and is never to be re- 
peated, as ..the following verses 
insist: “For by one offering He 
hath perfected forever them that 
are sanctified” (ver. 14). Could 
words be plainer or language more 
expressive? He who doubts shows 
himself either unwilling or afraid 
to rest on so startling a truth! 


That one true sacrifice effectu- 
ally purges the conscience once 
for all, so that the intelligent 
believer can now rejoice in the 
‘assurance that he is _ forever 
cleansed from his guilt and de- 
filement by the _ blood-sprinkling 
of Jesus Christ. Thus, and thus 
only, the sanctified are perfected 
forever, as regards the conscience. 

A simple illustration may help 
any who still have difficulty as 
to this expression, peculiar to Heb- 
rews, “a purged conscience.” A 
man is in debt to another who has 
again and again demanded pay- 
ment. Being unable to pay, and 
that because he has’ unwisely 
wasted his substance, and this 
known to his creditor, he becomes 
unhappy when in the latter’s pres- 
ence. A_ desire to avoid him 
springs up and takes control of 
him. His conscience is uneasy and 
defiled. He knows well he is 
blameworthy, yet he is incapable 
of righting matters. But another 
appears, who, on the debtor’s be- 
half, settles the claim in the full- 
est manner, and hands to the 
troubled one a receipt for all. Is 
he now afraid to meet the other? 
Does he shrink from facing him? 
Not at all; and why? Because he 
has now a perfect, or a purged, 
conscience in regard to the matter 
that once exercised. him. 

It is thus that the work of the 
Lord Jesus has met all God’s 
righteous claims against the sin- 
ner; and the believer, resting upon 
the divine testimony as to the 
value of that work, is purged by 
the blood of Christ and ‘“‘perfected 
forever” in the sight of the Holy 
One. He is sanctified by that 
blood, and that for eternity. 


Having been turned from the 


H. A. Ironside Books 


Have you enjoyed Dr. Ironside’s arti- 
cle in this issue? This book* has been 
the means of blessing to many, and 
we know you would find others of his 
books equally interesting and helpful. 
Ask us for a complete listing. 

Over 60 volumes by Dr. Ironside are 
available, all uniformly bound, includ- 
ing commentaries on all of the New 
Testament and most of the prophetic 
Old Testament books, as well as the 
following topics: 


PAPER CLOTH 
Care for God’s Fruit Trees —- .75 1.50 
Four Hundred Silent Years 1.00 1.50 


Full Assurance 50 1.50 
*Holiness: the False and 

the rue 48 1,26 
Holy Spirit, Mission of and 

Praying in the —~.-.--... 1.50 
Miscellaneous Papers 

(2 vol. set) 5.00 
Mysteries of God 50 1.00 
Only Two Religions .___.___ -40 1.00 
Random Reminiscences —___ 1.50 
Sailing with Paul .40 1.00 
Things Seen and Heard in 

Bible Lands 75 1.50 
Unchanging Christ, The —. .75 1.75 


Order from your local book store or: 
LOIZEAUX BROTHERS, INC., 
Bible Truth Depot 
19 West 21st St., New York 10, N. Y. 


ten in the volume of the _ book.: 


rist: Eternal 


Ironside 


Dr. H. A. 


power of Satan unto God, he has 
forgiveness of sins, and is assured 
of an inheritance among them 
that are sanctified by faith that 
is in Christ Jesus(Acts 26:18). 


But there is an_ expression 
used farther on in the chapter 
that may still perplex and bewil- 
der those who have not appre- 
hended that -profession is one 
thing and possession another. In 
order to be clear as to this, it will 
be necessary to examine the whole 
passage, which I therefore quote 
in full, italicizing the expression 
referred to. 

“For if we sin wilfully after 
that we have received the know- 
ledge of the truth, there remain- 
eth no more sacrifice for sins, but 
a certain fearful looking for of 
judgment and fiery indignation 
which shall devour the adversa- 
ries. He that despised Moses’ law 


queme remenun SOM Size meme 


Ss 


~ 


— 


— 


“My dear Grace, 


= a lin eee ei ati a a a 


, el sles NSM eMelseMSeMsameiiem 


— 


died without mercy under two or 
three witnesses: of how much 
sorer punishment, suppose ye, 
shall he be thought worthy who 
hath trodden*under foot the Son 
of God, and hath counted the 
blood of the covenant, wherewith 
he was sanctified, an unholy thing, 
and hath done despite unto the 
Spirit of grace?” (vers. 26-29). 
In what we have already gone 
over we have seen that he who is 
sanctified by the one offering of 
Christ upon the cross, that is, by 
His precious blood, is perfected 
forever. But in this passage it is 
equally plain that one who counts 
the blood of the covenant, where- 
with he was sanctified, an unholy 
thing, shall be forever lost. In or- 
der not to miss the true force of 
this for our souls, it is necessary 
that we give some attention to 
what we have already designated 
“nositional sanctification.” Of old 
all the people of Israel, and all 
who were associated with them, 
were set apart to God both on the 
night of the passover and after- 
wards in the wilderness. But this 
did not necessarily imply a work 
of the Spirit in their souls. Many 
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: President of Wheaton : College 


Sends Birthday Greetings! 


Dr. V. Raymond Edman, president of Wheaton College, read 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD of our plans for celebrating the 
editor's fifty-sixth birthday. We suggested that Dr. Rice’s friends 
honor him on his birthday by sending subscriptions to THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD. (Of course, Dr. Rice gets no profit from THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD, but has the joy of editing it.) Dr. Edman enclosed his 
check for $56.00, with the following note: 


“On coming home this morning, I read THE SWORD on my 
desk: and was delighted with the word about the birthday on 
December 1]. Here’s a wee candle from friend wife and me. Mis- 
sionaries are our special interest; so here's help to send THE SWORD 

- to some of them. A candle per year—think if J.R.R. were Methuselch! 


Silenenr 


“Cheerily, 
V. Raymond Edman.” 


doubtless in 
sprinkled houses 

night, when the destroying angel 
passed through to smite the un- 
sheltered first-born, who had no 
real faith in God. Yet they were 
by the blood of the- Lamb put in 


were the blood- 


that solemn 


a place of blessing, a position 
where they shared in many hal- 
lowed privileges. So afterward 
with those who were under the 
cloud and passed through the sea, 
being baptized unto Meses in the 
cloud and in the sea. All were in 
the same position. All shared the 
same outward blessings. But the 
wilderness was the place of test- 


ing, and soon proved who were 


real and who were not. 

At the present time God has 
no. special nation, to be allied to 
which is to come into a position 
of outward nearness to Him. But 
He has a people who have been 
redeemed to Himself out of all 
kindreds and tongues and peoples 
and nations, by the precious blood 
of the Lamb of God. All who ally 
themselves by profession with 
that company are outwardly 
among the blood-sheltered: in this 


(Continued on page 6) 
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STIAN EDUCATION-MUSIC COURSE 


There’s an increasing need for men and womnen trained 
in both Christian education and music. This tuition-free, 
three-year course gives you practical training in each 


field, plus a thorough study of the Word of God. 


You learn how to teach, and how to organize and 
manage Sunday schools, vacation Bible schools, weekday 
church schools, and youth work. Emphasis is on doing. 
For instance, you make a mode! tabernacle, pian 
flannelgraph backgrounds, learn camp crafts, 

teach vacation Bible school in Tocal churches, ete. 


Music training is on a conservatory level. Private 
lessons are available in piano, organ, voice, 
composition, or orchestral instruments. Musical 

_ organizations include the Moody Chorale, glee club, 
orchestra and oratorio chorus. Credits are 
transferable for all subjects in theory, applied 
music and music literature. 


Practical Christian work assignments give students 
opportunities to serve as choir leaders, organists, 
pianists and vocalists, as well as experience in many 
kinds of children’s and young people’s work. 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL . . . EVANCELISTIC 


BIBLE INSTITUTE 

820 N. La Salle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 

Dr. William Culbertson, president 

Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean : 
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Page Five 


Dr. Hight C. Moore Writes 


The editor is deeply grateful for a kind letter from Dr. 
Hight C. Moore, famous Southern Baptist preacher, editor 
and author, renewing his a to THE SWORD OF 


THE LORD. 


Since 1917 Dr. Moore has been 
writing a pocket-size commentary 
on the Uniform Sunday School 
Lessons for Southern Baptists, 
Points for Hmphasis, Dr. Moore 
has completed the thirty-fifth an- 
nual volume of this widely-used 
Sunday School commentery, on 
the lessons for 1952. Now he turns 
over this task to Dr. Clifton J. 
Allen, his associate and successor, 
with the Sunday School Board 
of Southern Baptists. 

Dr. Moore’s letter to me en- 
closed the final paragraph which 
he wrote for the 1952 Points for 
Emphasis. I am deeply moved by 
it. It is a crowning testimony to 
the ministry of this godly Bible 
scholar. These words were written 


* 

basic Biblical fact and therefore 
a cardinal Christian doctrine. ° 

‘To doubt or deny it is to nul- 
lify the prophecy of Isaiah; to 
falsify the announcement of Gab- 
riel; to stultify the angels and the 
shepherds; to stupefy a consider- 
ate carpenter; to invalidate the 
verified records of Matthew and 
Luke; to shame the worshipping 
Wise Men; to justify the murder- 
ous Herod; to scandalize the 
maiden mother; to _ bastardize 
Jesus; and to discredit the faith 
of every Christian to all eternity! 


“No! A trillion times, NO! 


“THE FIRST BORN SON OF 
MARY THE VIRGIN WAS THE 


WHEN YOU CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS 


Please report both new and old ad- 
dresses directly to THE Sworp orf 


THE Lorp, five weeks before the 
change is to take effect, Copies that 
we address to your old address will 
not be delivered by the Post Office 
unless you pay them extra postage. 
Avoid this unnecessary expense by 
notifying us five weeks in advance. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Subscription Dept. 
214 W. Wesley, Wheaton, Ill. 
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TOUR, NOW AND FOREVER- 
MORE!” 


Let every Christian say Amen 
and let us pray that all of Dr. 
Moore’s successors may as fer- 
vently and boldly stand for the 
truth of the virgin birth. 


Our congratulations to Dr. 
Moore on these thirty-five years 
of fruitful work in teaching and 
preaching tne gospel and in pre- 
paring material for other teachers. 


One 4-yeor SWORD subscription 


33,8 
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March 22, 1951. Dr. Moore said:| ONLY BEGOTTEN SON OF 
“The virgin birth of Jesus is a}GOD, OUR LORD AND SAV- 


He will have a rich reward 
Heaven. 
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ELETONS «e044. CLOSETS! 


Some of Dr. Rice’s most-used Sermons 


1. SKELETONS DO COME 
OUT OF THEIR CLOSETS! 


At the last judgment of the unsaved 
dead the ghosts of past sins will come 
to haunt poor doomed sinners. God's 
record books will be opened. Sinners at 
last will receive their wages. This first 
sermon is really an exposition of the 
twentieth chapter of Revelation. Though 
filled with Scripture and the clearest 
explanation™of the great doctrine of 
salvation by grace, the language is so 
plain, so fervent, so readable it stirs 
and burns and convicts. Hundreds have been saved 
through this sermon. 


2. “APPOINTED TO DIE!” 


And that is one appointment the sinner must meet. 
People do not like deathbed tales in the pulpit, 
they say, but they do not like them in their own 
private bedrooms, either, nor on the battlefields, nor 
in an automobile wreck, nor wherever each must 
face his own deathbed tale! And the man who is 
not ready to die is not fit to live, says the evangelist. 
Alarming, convicting, saving gospel truth. 


3. “AMERICA GETS BACK HER 
SCRAP’ IRON” 


is a Bible sermon showing that nations, like indi- 
viduals, reap what they sow; .that America, in 
the terrible war, is simply getting back the scrap 
iron she sold Japan for the murder of innocent 
Chinese; that an angry God uses Hitler to pun- 
ish America for breaking faith with little Ethiopia, 
with Czechoslovakia, with China: that God is 
calling America to account for her drunkenness, 
her adultery, her modernism and infidelity and 
worldliness' and her rejection of Christ! Hundreds 
asked that this be printed in tract form. 


4. “THE BACKSLIDER.” 


Who is a backslider? The sorrows of backsliding. 
Why do people backslide? Is a backslider saved or 
lost? How can the backslider get cleansing and 
peace and victory? 


5. The sermon, “THE MAS- 
TER IS COME AND CALL- 
ETH FOR THEE,” 
tells how God calls through the Bible, 
through Christians, through provi- 
dential care and blessings, and in 
trouble and heartache. Hundreds who 
have suffered have found in this ser- 
mon God's call, and through it hun- 
dreds have been saved. 


Highly Commended 


“All of these interesting messages are full of truth, 
truth needed NOW. Some awful facts are to be faced in this book, but they 
are needed facts. The author portrays conditions as they are and destiny as 
it shall be. This book is for this age and should be in every home. It will be 


a blessing.”,—BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR. 
“You will not go to sleep . 


B, R. LAKIN, Cadle Tabernacle, Indianapolis. 


“The ty De of evangelism ‘represented carries one back to the days of 
Great Awakening in the history of. American 


Jonathan Edwards and _ the 
Revivalism ...”’—STANDARD PUBLISHING. CO. 


’—BAPTIST STANDARD. 
“I do not know when I have read a book that ¢ gripped me more . 


6 and 7.. The two sermons, “CHRIS- 
TIANS WATCHING JESUS DIE” and 
“LOST SINNERS AT THE CROSS OF 
CHRIST,” 


are really two parts of the same message showing 
a cross-section of the crowd at the crucifixion. A 
heart-moving and dramatic presentation that causes 
a Christian to examine himself as to whether he is 
near the cross, a secret disciple like Joseph of 
Arimathea, or a backslider afar off like Peter, and 
causes lost sinners to see the motives of their 
hearts revealed in their attitude toward the crucified 
Saviour. 


8. “WHAT SHALL I DO THEN WITH 
JESUS?” 


The age-old question of sinners, expressed by 
Pilate, is here brought by the evangelist. How 
clearly the scene is pictured! How sharply the 
lines are drawn! And every sinner must say yes 
or no to Jesus Christ; must be for Him or against 
Him, must love Him or hate Him, must accept Him 
or reject Him, must crown Him or crucify Him! 


9 “THE UNCONDEMNING SAVIOUR.” 


This deeply devotional study shows why the Lord 
Jesus could not defend Himself at His trial before 
the Sanhedrin nor before Pilate, nor on the cross: 
reminds us of the infinite tenderness of the Saviour 
toward the sinners He met day by day, crooked tax 
collector, fallen woman, or dying thief. And yet 
it shows how those that reject Christ must be con- 
demned. 


10. Every man needs a refuge. “JESUS, 
THE SINNER’S REFUGE” 


has specially fine illustrations. We think you will 
never forget “old Coaley,” the greyhound, and the 
two rabbits, so different, representing two coi- 
trasting attitudes cn the part of sinners. Nor will 
you forget the tender story 
back of Charles Wesley's 
immortal hymn, “Jesus, 
Lover of My Soul.” Sure- 
ly some poor distressed 
sinners will be saved as 
they read this. 


ll. “THE LAST 
INVITATION IN 
THE BIBLE.” 

An exposition of Revela- 
tion 22:17. How heart- 
warming, how tender, ap- 
pealing to all the yearn- 
ing of sin-sick hearts, is 


Christ's last invitation in 
the Bible. 


By all means, at any sacrifice, secure 
a copy of this remarkable book of 
eleven evangelistic messages. You 
are in for an experience rarely en- 
joyed, when you read this book. 
Packed with dynamic preaching 
which will warm, bless and save— 
colorful, Spirit-filled presching by 
Dr. Rice at his best. 


needed truth, and 
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191 pages of revival tears, glory and blessing; 11 greatly-used bene 
gelistic sermons 
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SW ORD of the LOR D Publishers 


214 We st WESLEY STREET.WHEATON. ILLINOIS 


Subscriptions only $1.25 a year for 4 years 


Renew your subscription now or send new subscrip- 
tions and get THE SWORD OF THE LORD 4 years, 208 
big 12-page issues, for only $5. You save $3 over the 
regular $2-a-year price, (Canadian and foreign subscrip- 
tions, $2.50 per year, $10 value for $7). This offer good 
only on 4-year subscriptions. 


For some time we have been concerned over the tremendous prob- 
lem of having to re-solicit subscriptions whenever a short subscrip- 
tion expires. The whole process of sending out subscription blanks, 
writing letters, and making new stencils is an expensive one, and 
sadder still, we lost thousands of subscribers who intended to renew 
but let it slip. If we can make it worthwhile for present subscribers 
to send in long-term renewal subscriptions, it will do two things. First, 
it will tremendously relieve our burdens, and build a strong list of 
permanent subscribers. Second, it will save you a great deal of money. 
That is where you come in—and how you save $3.00. 


NOW—FOR A LIMITED TIME—REGULAR READERS 
MAY RENEW 4 FULL YEARS FOR ONLY $5.00. 


Instead of paying $2.00 a year, $8.00 for 4 years, you may send us 
$5.00 and get THE SWORD OF THE LorD for 4 full years. You save $3.00, 
get THE SwWorRD OF THE LorD at a rate of only $1.25 per year. (Four 
years are added to your present subscription. For example, if your 
subscription now expires in February, 1952, it would be extended 4 
full years, to February, 1956.) 


I know most SWORD readers will want to accept this offer 
for three reasons. 


4. That $3.00 saving! When a good 
Christian can save $3.00 by good 
business, that is reason enough to 
act. But here is another reason.... 


®. Your 4-year renewal subscription will help 
us very, very much. Your subscribing for: four 
years at a time means we will save printing and 
inserting 16 renewal notices, will save 4 renewal 
letters, and making 3 address stencils. As a good 

Pp Christian who wants the work of 
uel the Lord to prosper, who reads THE 

ys: 


SWORD OF THE LORD and has kecome our partner in this 
But there is another very important reason... 


good work, you will want to cooperate and help us while 
you help yourself, I know. 


11) { 3. To renew for 4 years for $5.00 is good business. 
g0 6S: Christians are counted lazy. many times, unbusiness- 
(; \ t like. We believe that is not true about most SWORD 

readers. Good Christians are those who do things right 
as a matter of principle, not haphazardly as they hap- 
pen to feel like it or if the thing is pressed on them by 
circumstances. Christians are commanded to be “Not slothful in business; 
fervent in spirit; serving the Lord” (Rom. 12:11). Good Christians are good 
business people. We think it will please God for every one who can to 
accept this offer—and we know it will profit you and help THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD greatly. 


It would be too bad to risk neglecting the matter and missing 
copies of THE SWORD OF THE LORD when you can save 
money, help us, please the Lord, and dismiss the matter from 
your mind for four years of uninterrupted blessings! 


Here I HAou We Make Ht Easy! 


YOU NEED SEND NO MONEY. Your subscription is valued, 
and we trust you. Just fill in the coupon below, mail to us and 
we will bill you January 1 and you can pay within 10 days, 
after the Christmas rush is over. We will add four full years 
to your present subscription. You save money and that with- 
out any financial strain. 


Meany prefer to send cash and that saves bookkeeping. So 
if you enclose $5 with your order for a four years’ subscrip- 
tion to THE SWORD OF THE LORD, we will be glad to send 
you free this lovely Scripto ball-point fountain pen 4 1/8 inches 
long, gleaming plastic qnd metal. (Offer of free pen not good 
after January 1). 


You may subscribe for others on same basis if you wish, 
but only for a 4-year subscripiion to each person. 

(If you have already sent in your 4-year re- 
newal, why not subscribe for another for Christ- 
mas?) 


HERE IS MY 4-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION FOR 
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Yes, Brother Rice, I want to save $3 on a 4-year subscription, 
at the special rate of $5. (Regular price, $2 a year.) 
[] Bill me January 1 for $5. I will pay by January 10. 
[-] $5 is enclosed. Send FREE Scripto ball-point pen as my gift. 


(Offer of free pen not good after Jan, 1) . 
(Canada and foreign, $7) 
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Do you know beans? Now don’t laugh at this question 
for maybe you do not. Beans are very interesting things. 
Climbing beans, for instance, are left-handed. I am sure you 
did not know that you had been eating left-handed beans 
all your life. One day as I sat in a country home looking out 
the window, I asked the farmer if he knew that the beans in 
his garden were left-handed. He replied, “You may be a good 
doctor but what you know about farming wouldn’t cover a 
postage stamp.” “That may be so,’ I replied, “but if you 
will go out and examine those tall bean vines which I see 
in your garden, I believe you will see that they are all grow- 
ing up the pole from left to right.” He felt sure that I was 
mistaken but went out at once to prove that I was. I watched 
him as he went from vine to vine and noted the unusual 
expression on his face. Sure enough all his vines were left- 
handed. One of my friends unwound five or six vines and 
then wound them up the opposite way around their poles to 
see what would happen. All these vines died of a broken heart 
because they could not have their own way. 


Atheists and agnostics and un- 
believing men who occupy prom- 
inent positions in  cducational 
circles can give no explanation 
whatever of instinct in nature. 
We know that the bé@an does 
climb this way but we cannot un- 
derstand it. Hops climb a pole 
from right to left. They are right- 
handed. Why do they always 
climb that way? What sneering 
professor can explain this simple 
fact of nature? The wise man 
knows that God has done it. The 
honest man will admit that only 
God could do it. 


Another miracle is seen in the 
early life of the bean. Shortly 
after it. is planted the gardener 
will go out to inspect his garden. 
Here and there little broken places 
appear in the crusty ground. The 
clods are being pushed up by some 
power from beneath. The farmer 
will lift one of these clods which 
may weigh a pound or more, and 
which is quite hard, only to fin 
beneath it, two beautiful, soft 
green leaves; soft as velvet. On 
each leaf is half a bean. The bean 
is bringing up its Father and 
Mother to display them to the 
world and to show with pride, 
what a lovely Father and Mother 
it took to make such a beautiful 
new plant. How can these two 
soft leaves push up a hard, heavy 
clod? These leaves are so delicate 
and tender that if they were laid 
on the table, an ordinary piece of 
blotting paper would crush them 
flat. Where do they get the pow- 
er that is revealed in this phenom- 
enon? This is one of those mir- 
acles of God that cannot be ex- 
plained nor understood by men. 
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We see that it happens, but we 
do not know how it happens. God 
can do miracles in your life if 
you will only let Him. Strange 
and enjoyable experiences § are 
given to those who walk with God. 

Have you noticed that all water- 
melons which show stripes always 
have an even number of stripes? 
I have examined dozens of them 
in the field, and in the store, 
without ever finding a_ single 
melon with an odd number of 
stripes. Oranges, grapefruit, lem- 
ons and tangerines always have 
an even number of segments or 
sections. Once in a while there 
may be a false septum found in 
a fruit but upon examining it 
closely you will find that it is 
growing within a regular seg- 
ment. 

Bananas have a regular forma- 
tion on the stalk. The lowest row 
or “hand” is always an even num- 
ber of bananas. The next “hand” 
above it has one banana less, an 
odd number. The next row or 
“hand” has one less and so on to 
the top of the bunch. 

When our Lord said, that the 
harvest would be gathered “thirty- 
fold, sixty-fold and an hundred,” 
He was not carelessly expressing 
a fact. All the increase of grains 
is in even numbers. The cob of 
corn has an even number of rows 
and also an even number of grains 
upon its surface. An even num- 
ber of “silks” form the tassel on 
the end of the corn cob. Each 
stalk of wheat bears an even num- 
ber of grains. This is true of rye, 
oats and barley. I have counted 
the seeds on many a stalk of blue- 
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Sanctification 


(Continued from page 4) 
sense they are sanctified by the 
blood of the covenant. That blood 
stands for Christianity, which in 
its very essence is the proclama- 
tion of salvation through Christ’s 
atoning death. To take the Chris- 
tian place therefore is like enter- 
ing the blood-sprinkled house. All 
who are real, who have judged 
themselves before God, and truly 
confided in His grace, will remain 
in that house. If any go out, it 
proves their unreality, and such 
can find no other sacrifice for 
sins; for all the typical offer- 
ings are done away in- Christ. 
These are they of whom the Apos- 
tle John speaks. so. solemnly: 
“They went out from us, but they 
were not of us; for if they had 
been of us, they would* have con- 
tinued with us: but they went out 
that they might be made manifest 
that they were not all of us” (I 
John 2:19). These unreal ones 
were positionally sanctified; but 
as they were ever bereft of faith 
in the soul, they “went out,” and 
thus did despite to the Spirit of 


grass and always found an even 
number. I am led to believe that 
everything that bears seed pro- 
duces its seed in even numbers. 

Even flowers bloom and close 
the bloom at regular hours of the 
day and night. Linnaeus, the 
great Swedish botanist, asserted 
that if he were given the right 


kind of soil and temperature and 


moisture, he could plant a variety 
of flowers from which he could 
tell the time of day or night, by 
observing which flowers were open 


|} and which were closed. 


Have you ever been impressed 
with the fact that flowers which 
bloom at night are nearly always 
fragrant? What a wonderful per- 
fume fills the house when the 
Night Blooming Cereus opens up 
her beauties to the assembled 
members of the family. How frag- 
rant it is. No amount of trickery 
on the part of man will prevail 
upon this plant to open its mys- 
terious door in the daylight. The 
Moonflower ‘a voluntary philan- 
thropist of fragrance’ (Doctor 
Lee) ladens the night air with the 
story of its loveliness and greets 
the neighbors for blocks around 
through their open windows. The. 
sweetest graces of the Christian 
life often come out of the darkest 
shadows in human experience. 


Do you not think that God was 
very wise, and also kind, when 
He provided that cherries should 
grow on a tree and watermelons 
should: grow on the ground? How 
would you like the order re- 
versed? The farmer would be put 
to no end of trouble, as well as 
danger, if the watermelons grew 
on trees. He would have to put 
a fence around each tree to keep 
the children and also the chickens 
from going underneath its branch- 
es, lest they be killed by the fall- 
ing of the fruit. All of this would 
add to the expense of melons. 
God does everything wisely and 
well and we should worship Him 
for His goodness. 


Is it not strange that the roots 
of a tree seem to have brains? 
They seem to be drawn irresist- 
ibly to water. They will run 
around the sides of a cistern un- 
til they find a crack and then 
will call all their neighbors and 
friends to craw! in with them. and 
enjoy the water. They will travel 
along the sides of a sewer pipe, 
seeking an _ entrance. Having 
found the smallest opening they 
will crush their way through in 
such volume as to completely stop 
the flow of water, necessitating 
great expense for the repair. 


All life comes from Jesus Christ. 
He created every plant and gave 
each its own instinct and nature. 
Have you let Him have your life? 


(The above is one of thirty-three 
chapters in the book, Strange 
Short Stories By the Doctor, 123 
pages, paper bound, which may be 
purchased for 75c from Sword of 
the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, 
Tllinois.) 


*The italicized addition,, “no 
doubt,” is superfluoys. The pas- 
sage is complete without it. It is 
a positive statement; and admits 
of no exception. 


‘by the Blood 


HOLINESS, 
The False and the True 


by Dr. H. A. tronside 
is available in book form. 


142 pages of thorough Bible 
teaching, and the experiences of 
this beloved author in his strug- 
gle to find true holiness. Intimate, 
sweet, helpful, will bring many 
to the place of real peace in 


C : 
Cloth, $1.25 Paper, 75c 
Order from 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 
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grace, and counted the blood of 
the covenant, wherewith they 
were sanctified, an unholy thing. 
These sin wilfully, not in the sense 
of failing to walk uprightly mere- 
ly, but as utterly abjuring, or 
apostatizing from, Christianity, 
after having become conversant 
with the glorious message it 
brings to lost men. 


But where it is otherwise, and 
the soul is really resting on Christ, 
positional . sanctification becomes 
eternal: because the _ sanctified 
and the Sanctifier are, as we have 
seen, linked up together by an in- 
dissoluble bond. Christ Himself is 


made unto them wisdom, and this} | 


in a threefold way: He is their 
righteousness, their sanctification, 
and their redemption. 


Here is holiness! Here is an un- 
assailable righteousness! Here is 
acceptance with God. “Ye are 
complete in Him,” though daily 
needing to humble oneself because 
of failure. It is not my practical 
sanctification that gives me title 


to a place among the saints in}: 


light. It is the glorious fact that 
Christ has died and redeemed me 
to God. His blood has cleansed me 
from all, or every, sin; and I now 
have life in Him, a. new life, with 
which guilt can never be connec- 
ted. Iam in Him that is true. He 
is my sanctification, and repre- 
sents me before God, even as of 
old the high priest bore upon his 
mitre the words ‘Holiness unto 
the Lord,” and upon his shoulders 
and his heart the names of all the 
tribes of Israel. He represented 
them all in the holy place, He was 
typically their sanctification. If he 
was accepted of God, so were 
they. The people were seen in the 
priest. 


And of our ever-living High 
Priest we may well sing: 
“For us He wears the mitre 
Where holiness shines bright; 
For us His robes are whiter 
Than heaven’s unsullied light.” 


That there should be a life of 
corresponding devotedness and 
separation to God on our part no 
Spirit-taught believer will for a 
moment deny, aS we will now con- 
sider. 


(From the book HOLINESS: 
THE FALSE AND THE TRUE, 
by H. A. Ironside. Published by 
Loizeauz Bros., used by permis- 
sion. This blessed and important 
book, 142 pages, may be had from 
the publishers or from Sword of 
the Lord Publishers, cloth bound, 
$1.25; paper binding, 75c.) 
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a blessed letter, then in a P. 
S. adds: “One Christian friend 
sent me your booklet, ‘What Must 
I Do to Be Saved?’ I gave one 
copy to two friends and they are 
saved, too. At once left govern- 
ment school and are now in mis- 
sion school.” Praise the Lord! 
They left their nets to follow 
Jesus! 
@Mrs. E. B. Cook of Carthage, 
North Carolina reports a four- 
fold blessing. ‘Sometime ago I 
sent you a prayer list,” she 
writes, “My cousin, C. A. Short, 
Was one of those whose names 
I sent. I am happy to send you 
his statement that he signed and 
gave to me yesterday. Another, 
Mrs. Edwin Faulkner, confessed 
Christ in our revival last night. 
She told me she signed the state- 
ment in her booklet, ‘What Must 
I Do to Be Saved?’ and plans to 
send it to you. Another on the 
list, my _ sister, Mrs. Quentin 
Batchelor, told my mother that 
she is trusting Christ as her Sav- 
jour and knows she is saved. My 
oldest daughter trusted Christ 
and was baptized September 9. I 
think this is the sweetest blessing 
I have ever known.’ Then she 
encouraged us again by saying, 
“The value of the work you are 
doing can only be known in Hea- 
ven.” Here is a list of four people 
saved because a loved one was 
concerned enough to approach 
them with the gospel through a 
booklet, and to show her interest 
in their spiritual welfare. How 
easy it is to win loved ones when 
someone cares! 

@The following letter, from a 
former Catholic, will bless your 
heart, I know: “Instead of send- 
ing the statement in the booklet, 
‘What Must I Do to Be Saved?’ 
with my name signed, claiming 
ihe. Lord .as my Saviour, I will 
write you. I have been saved. It 
has only been about one month. I 
was a Catholic, so I have much to 
learn. I read the Bible faithfully 
every day. I have put myself com- 
pletely in the hands of the Lord. 
I want to keep the booklet to use 
as the Lord would have me use it 
in helping others. It is a very easy 
booklet to understand. So many 
believe in the Lord but do not 
put their trust in Him. And this 
booklet tells it all so clearly. 
Virginia Herring does accept and 
claim the Lord Jesus as her Sav- 


jour.” And it was signed by Vir- 


ginia Herring, West Point, New 
York! 


A sweet Catholic girl, seeking 
peace, found it through the read- 
ing of Dr. Rice’s booklet. Perhaps 
she had saved friends, but they 
were afraid to approach this 
“Catholic’ who had a _ hungry 


heart. So the booklet did what her 


friends failed to do. Many Catho- 
lics find blessing in this literature. 


@ Carol Barton of Toronto writes 
briefly: “After reading your publi- 
cation, ‘What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?’ I accepted Jesus as my 
Lord and Saviour. I would appre- 
ciate it if you would please send 


the Master 


@initen 


me four copies for I am sure that 
if the four people I have in mind 
receive a copy, they will also 
know their need and accept 
Christ.” Saved to tell others! How 
blessed! 


@In a recent letter, Mr. Carl A. 
Young of Young’s Health Baths, 
Jamestown, New York, asked for 
one hundred of the booklets, say- 
ing, “I have already distributed 
several before and they have won 
many souls. One young man who 
had the drink habit has been 
changed altogether, is now in the 
church and a very active member 
of our local Gideons.” 

Some people say, Are booklet- 
converts genuine? Do they hold 
out? Well, let these letters which 
have gone before help answer 
those questions! One has become 
an active Gideon; one has left a 
good position to enter a mission 
school; and other new converts 
immediately had a burden to win 
souls. You see, Dr. Rice’s 24-page 
booklet is not a two or three min- 
ute sermon, but a full-length gos- 
pel message, clear as a bell on 
how to be saved. It uses many, 
many Scriptures. So it actually 
teaches one how to be saved in 
one sermon, with a decision slip 
at the back. 


@ Mrs. R. V. Funk of Danville, 
Virginia, wrote a “bread and but- 
ter” letter to Dr. Rice—she re- 
turned to give thanks for what 
she received. “I was indeed happy 
to hear from you this morning, 
and I’m even happier to be writ- 
ing you tonight to tell you that I 
have definitely settled the ques- 
tion of my salvation--once and 
forever ...I—like many others-— 
have been trying to make some- 
thing very difficult gut of some- 
thing very simple. I have turned 
everything over to the Lord and 
am trusting Him to change my 
heart. I want to thank you, too, 
for the booklet, ‘What Must I Do 
to Be Saved?’ If it had not been 
for this booklet (which I came 
across recently), I’m afraid I’d 
still be in the dark.” 


@A friend in Miami, Florida, 
writes: “Enclosed is $1 for more 
pamphlets which a little Jewish 
boy wants to distribute. He is a 
secret believer in an orthodox 
Jewish home .. .” Pray for him, 
that God will save the family, and 
that this little Jewish boy will 
become a great soul-winning wit- 
ness to his own people. 

@Mr. Earl Cass of Greenville, 
South Carolina, on a_ postcard 
wrote: “By reading and studying 
‘What Must I Do to Be Saved?’ 
I was greatly aided in my efforts 
to help lead a non-church-going 
man who said he had never been 
a Christian, to Jesus Christ. This 
man, forty-nine years old, volun- 
tarily got up in the Sunday night 
service and gave a wonderful tes- 


the morning service . . .” Those 
who wish to become soul winners 
would do well to study the mes- 
sage this booklet contains. You 
would find many Scriptures to 
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timony after accepting Christ in 


use in dealing with the unsaved, 
‘with an explanation of the Scrip- 
ture in many cases. 


@Mrs. Julia Loo, of New Or- 
leans, Louisiana, went to visit an 
unsaved couple, the wife being a 
Catholic. The couple trusted the 
Lord in the home and signed the 
statement at the close of the 
booklet, ‘What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?’ Then Mrs. Loo subscribed 
to THE SworpD OF THE Lorp for 


this newly-converted couple. 
Tract distribution is a work in- 
to which we can all take part. 
A 3c stamp and a 2c tract or 
booklet may save a soul from 
Hell. It has proven so in many, 
many cases, as evidenced by these 
letters and hundreds of others 
which are received in our office. 
Particularly is God abundantly 
blessing the 24-page booklet, 
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 
which has become so familiar over 
all the world in the past few 
years. It has reached a total cir- 
culation in English of 5,200,000 
copies. The message has been 
translated into a number of lan- 
guages. Ten thousand copies were 
printed in the American lan- 
guage and scattered in the New 
York City area. Over 156,900 cop- 
ies have been printed in Spanish 
and distributed among those who 
speak and read that language. The 
same message has reached a total 
printing of 1,179,000 copies in the 
Japanese language. One hundred 


Uncle John Vassar, one of the great- 
est soul winners of his century, was 
going from door to door distributing 
tracts and speaking with people as op- 
portunity came. An Irish woman said, 
“If he comes to my door he shall not be 
kindly treated.’’ The next day, with no 
knowledge of the threat, he rang her 
bell. When she recognized him she 
slammed the door in his face. He sat 
upon the doorstep and sang, 


“But drops of grief can ne’er repay 
The debt of love | owe; ——— a 
Here, Lord, | give myself away; 
Tis all that | can do.”’ 


A few weeks later this woman sought 
admission to a church. As she made 
her confession before the Elders, she 
could only say between her sobs, ‘‘Twas 
those drops of grief! They burned 
themselves into my heart," 


thousand copies have been printed 
in the Marathi language in India; 
25,000 copies printed in the Telugu 
language of India; and thousands 
of copies are being printed in the 
Tamil language, in the same coun- 
try. It has now reached into Por- 
tugal, and is being translated and 
printed in large quantities there. 
I am away from my office and do 
not have.at hand all the figures, 
but I know that God is using it 
around the world to the salvation 
of thousands of souls. For this we 
are grateful. 


But in our own country we re- 
joice at the testimonies which 
come in almost daily from those 
who have been saved after read- 
ing the plan of salvation in this 
booklet. 


Soon we will face a new year— 
a time of new beginnings, new 
resolutions, new aims and pur- 
poses for our lives. There has not 
been a one of us but who has 
failed in our Christian life during 
the year. We have higher aspira- 
tions than those to which we at- 
tained during 1951. Yes, 1952 will 
be a time for new beginnings. 


Let me stress again the impor- 
tance of reaching your loved ones 
with the gospel. We want to do 
all we can to save the lost. But 
we are not acquainted with your 
friends, your loved ones, and 50 
will not be able to help them ex- 
cept through you. As you begin 
the next year, why not resolve 
to keep a supply of the gospel 
booklet, “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” at your fingertips... for 
your milk man... for the paper 


boy ... for peddlers .. to put in} 


letters? That is so little to do 
for the Saviour. And who knows’ 
but that by this means you may 
be able to win some to Christ. 
Don’t greet a peddler with scorn, 
nor slam the door in his face. Be 
courteous and offer him a booklet. 
And be sure to personally urge 
him to trust in Christ. Don’t de- 
pend on booklets to do what you 
yourself ought to do, The love of 
Christ, shed abroad in your heart, 
may be just what is needed to 


‘turn him to Christ. And if God 


thas not put a love for the lost 
in your heart, you ,will never be- 


The Editor’s Notes 


(Continued from page 1) 


know that there is one thing that 
makes the Saviour happy and that 
is to see the salvation of souls. 
“I say unto you, that likewise 
joy shall be in heaven over one 
sinner that repenteth, more than 
over ninety and nine just per- 
sons, which need no repentance” 
(Luke 15:7). So I pray that all 
of us may seek first the thing 
dearest the Saviour’s heart at 
this Christmas time. I beg you, 
make it a time to try to win your 
lost loved ones to Jesus Christ. 
Urge them to accept God’s Un- 
speakable Gift this Christmas. 
Here at the Sword office more 
than fifty workers send you greet- 
ing. This consecrated group of 
people have come from many 
states and from Canada to work 
in- this sacrificial effort to get 
out the gospel in print. All of 
them join me in saying, “Merry 
Christmas, and God bless you!” 


The Review of a Bad Book 


I have felt constrained to pub-| 


lish in this issue my review of 
the book, Letters to Young 
Churches, a so-called translation 
of the New Testament Epistles, by 
J. B. Phillips. I am convinced 
that to be timid about faith-des- 
troying literature is a sin. To 
try to appease unbelievers and 
to. cater to modernists is no ser- 
vice to Jesus Christ. I believe 
more and more Christians should 


come a successful soul winner. 
You may purchase “What Must 
I Do to Be Saved?” at $2 a hun- 
dred, or 2c each. Keep a supply 
handy at all times. We carry them 
with us in the pocket of the car 
to give to filling-station atten- 
dants, or to waitresses. Dr. Rice 
usually has a goodly supply in his 
coat pocket to hand to those with 
whom he comes in contact. I usu- 
ally carry several in my handbag. 
If you have never before won a 


| soul, and you plan to begin,- why 


not say to a person in whom you 
are interested, “I wonder if you 
would like to read a booklet which 
has been such a blessing to thou- 
sands. Look at these figures here 
(pointing to the cover, which 
Shows how many have been saved 
through the booklet). I know you 
will be interested in reading a 
message which has interested so 
many.” Then you might call his 
attention to the decision shHp in 
the back of the booklet, saying 
that after he has carefully read 
it, perhaps he would feel his need 
for Christ and would -want to let 
Dr. Rice know about it by signing 
the decision blank and mailing it 
to him. Or urge a decision at once. 
This summer one of our good 
friends approached a fruitstand 
attendant about the Lord and 
found that he was unsaved. Not 
knowing what Scriptures to use, 
since he had just begun to work 
at soul winning, our friend read 
the entire 24 pages of “What Must 
I Do to Be Saved?” to the lost 
man who then and there trusted 
Christ as his Saviour! 

Yes, there are ways to win 
souls, if we care. If we care! 

Will you determine in 1952, with 
the Lord’s help, to get out the 
gospel message through this book- 
let, accompanied by your own 
testimony? God will bless your 
efforts, I know. Write us of your 
needs. God bless you as you begin 
ithe next year winning souls! 


If you cannot buy the booklets 
at 2c each, and wish to have cop- 
ies for distribution and can sign 
the following pledge, then we will 
send you a limited number for 
prayerful use. 


MY PLEDGE 


Sword of the Lord Publishers 
Wheaton, Illinois (eo 
Dear fri@nds: Please send me —__- 
of the bookléts, “What Must I Do 
to Be Saved?” in English. I faith- 
{fully promise to give every copy 
of the booklet only to those who 
promise to read it or who volun- 
tarily take it from a.tract rack 
or table. (If you cannot sign this 
pledge and keep it, then pay for 
the booklets.) 


SIGNED 
ADDRESS - 


ADDRESS 


(Send some money for postage 
if you can do so.) 


gs 


rise up and make bold protest 
every time a publisher or a book 
store or a denomination sells or 
endorses a bad book. We should 
act like Christians, we should be 
sure of our facts, we should be 
intelligent and scholarly and 


Spirit-filled soul winner added, he 


thorough. But we should not con- 
done this wickedness of spreading 
bad literature. I suggest that 
every time a born-again Christian 
sees a Christian book store sell 
any book by Harry Emerson Fos- 
dick, or Buttrick, who openly 
deny the virgin birth, the bodily 
resurrection, the blood atonement 
of Jesus Christ, or by E. Stanley 
Jones who denies the infallible 
authority of the Scriptures and 
preaches socialism, he should 
make a strong protest. And Chris- 
tians should use the weight of 
their patronage to support book 
stores and publishers that do right 
on this matter, and to bring pres- 
sure on those who do not do 
right. 

Please read my review of “Let- 
ters to Young Churches.” And if 
that book is recommended or quo- 
ted favorably in your college, 
Christian students, please bring 
this review to the attention of 
the professor who uses it or quotes 
it. 


Harlingen, Texas, Revival 
Services 

These words are written Sun- 
day, December 2. Today we close 
the services at Calvary Baptist 
Church in Harlingen. We have not 
had the great breaking out of re- 
vival we had hoped to see. There 
were hindrances and handicaps 
which it will be unprofitable to 
discuss. However, we have had 
a good number saved. Many Chris- 
tians rededicated their lives. A 
number have turned from world- 
ly habits, have definitely started 
out to win souls. One young man 
definitely surrendered to preach. 
Ministers and ministerial students 
have come from far and near. 
People have come from San An- 
tonio, over two hundred miles 
away. From Corpus Christi, 135 
miles away, people have come 
night after night, and from all 
the Rio Grande Valley towns. We 
trust. that God -has stirred fires 
in many hearts. Mrs. Rice, Miss 
Viola, and I drive home Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 


Meet Mr. and Mrs. Hal Smith 
A year ago Hal Smith, a young 
ranchman, was won to Christ by 
our beloved -friend, Evangelist 
Cliff Brannon. In a life of. sin, 
he had wasted thousands of dol- 
lars and had brought great grief 
to his family. But Brother Bran- 
non got him to read my booklet, 
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 
That made the way clear, and 
with the earnest entreaty of this 


was led to Christ. He is a mem- 
ber of Calvary Baptist Church, 
Harlingen, and we have had sweet 
fellowship with him, with Mrs. 
Smith, and the small son and 
daughter. In their lovely home 
they entertained us Thanksgiving 
day and did much to comfort us 
in our absence from our own 
children and home. Hal present- 
ed me with a big cowboy Stetson, 
about the finest made, and Mrs. 
Rice and Miss Viola with lovely 
Hamilton wrist watches. Hal has 
laid his life on the altar to preach 
the gospel. Today he has gone to 
Corpus Christi where he will 
preach twice, and almost always 
God blessed with souls saved. I 
want THE SworD OF THE LORD read- 
ers to pray for this anointed 
young man, redeemed from sin. 
It will take hard study and much 
sacrifice, but he and his devoted 
wife, Elizabeth, want to serve the 
Saviour who has done so much for 
them. What peace and joy He 
has brought to their home! _ 

I grew up in the cattle country, 
and when I was ten years old 
I had a Stetson hat as big as 


my dad’s. Now Mrs. Rice and Miss:* 


Viola have bought me cowboy 
boots and if I only had one of 
the fine saddle horses I used to 
ride, with time and place for it! 
But the hats and boots will at 
least be a comfort and reminder 
of the forthrightness, the vigor, 
and the fellowship of the cattle 
country. and people I grew up 
with and loved so well. 
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Why God Does Not Answer 


(Continued from page 3) 


“Well, Lord, I want to buy me 
a brand-new Cadillac.” 

And God says, “Bud, the car you 
have is good enough. Go on. It’s 
all right.” 

Suppose He says, “Now, Broth- 
er Simmons, do you want to spend 
that $20,000 to send out mission- 
arie. to Japan? Do you want to 
spend that, money to honor Me?” 

Brother Simmons would have to 
come back and say, “No, God, I 
want that money to lay up treas- 
ures of earth, I want it for my 
own glory.” Do you suppose God 
is going to be as interested in an- 
swering that prayer when self is 

at the bottem of it as if it were 
specially meant to honor God? 


Let’s make it a little bit more 
personal, Suppose I get down on 
my knees and I say, “O God, I 
want you to help me tonight to be 
able to preach with power.” God 
comes back and says, “O. K. Dan- 
‘jels, why do you want it?” 

“Well, Lord, I want folks to 
think I’m some preacher. 


“Get out of here, Boy,’ God 
would say. “I’m not spoiling a 
baby like that.” Yet, my broth- 
er, you had better be careful that 
when you: pray you don't have 
self at the bottom of it. Why do 
you want that church of yours to 
succeed? Why do you want that 
Sunday School class to succeed? 
Why do you want that mission- 
ary enterprise to succeed? In order 
that men and women may pat you 
on the back? In order that men 
and women may praise you? Or 
do you want it for God’s glory? 


Many times there are various 
spiritual blessings that we want 
that if we analyzed them we would 
be ashamed to admit to people the 
reason why we want the blessings. 
That is the reason God doesn't 
give it. 

One day I made a statement like 
that at Birmingham, Alabama. A 
lady in the audience started cry- 
ing. I don’t hesitate to preach 
plainly but I don’t want to offend 
a person just to be doing it; so I 
. went around to the door and when 
the lady came out I said, “Sister, 
what did I say that offended you 
today or what did I say that made 
you cry?” 

She said, “You told me why my 
husband is not saved.” 

“What do you mean?” 


She said, “My husband is a 
drunkard, I have been praying for 
my husband to be saved, but Broth- 
er Daniels, I can see now that I 
wasn’t praying for him to be saved 
for God to be honored. I was pray- 
ing for selfish reasons. I wanted 
the money that my husband spent 
on whisky to spend on clothes. I 
wanted my husband to sit with 
me in church so I would have a 
respectable husband like other wo- 
men. Brother Daniels, I can see 
now that I was not interested in 
God’s glory; I was interested in 
myself.” She broke down and start- 
ed crying and said, “I want you 
to pray that God will help me to 
forget myself and to pray that my 
husband may be saved to the glory 
of God.” That night her husband 
was with her at church. 

How many times have you pray- 
ed where, if you analyzed the real 
motive behind that prayer, Al- 
mighty God was the thing that you 
were interested in or was it in one 
way or another your own pride or 
your own self? God says that He 
will not answer prayer when we 
want to consume it on our lusts. 
That is what is the matter with 
much.of our prayers today. That 
may be the reason God doesn’t 
give us a revival any more. God 
knows that we don’t want the re- 
vival to honor Him. We want re- 
vival in order that men may praise 
us, in order that we may glory in 
the fact that we have had a re- 
vival rather than Almighty God 
has given it. 


Unforgiveness in Our Hearts 
Blocks Prayers 


Another reason why our prayers 
are not answered is because we oft- 
en come to God with unforgiveness 
toward each other in our hearts. 
The Bible says very plainly, in 
Matthew 6:14,15: “For if ye for- 
give men their trespasses, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive 
you: But if ye forgive not men 
their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses.” 


The Bible in many places teaches 
or implies that if we are not right 
with each other, we positively can- 
not have praying power with God! 
That is the reason many of our 
prayers are not answered! We get 
down on our knees and begin to 
pray and beg God to do things for 
us when we are not right with our. 
fellow man, and God Almighty 


will not answer prayer when we 


are not right with each other. 


It is illustrated by a little niece 
of mine. Her mother used to teach 
her to pray for my ‘wife, Aunt 
Elizabeth; for me, and for others. 
One day my wife had to spank 
Betty Lou. When she got down on 
her knees that night to pray she 
said, “O God, bless grandmother 
and grandfather. Bless father and 
mother. Bless Uncle Eli [that’s 
me]. Bless Aunt Elizabeth.” Then 
she remembered she was mad with 
my wife and she shouted, “No, 
don’t bless her!” Her mother re- 
buked her and started her over 
again. She said, “Honey, you must 
pray for your Aunt Elizabeth.” 


She got down, “Lord, bless Aunt 
Elizabeth,” then shouted out, “No, 
don’t bless her!” 


That’s the way many of us are. 
Of course we don’t say, “Don't 
bless them.’ We just do like an- 
other little girl did. Her mother 
gave her a good spanking. She got 
down to say her prayers that night 
and got up and looked at her 
mother kind of nonchalantly and 
said, “I guess you noticed you 
were left out, didn’t you?” Now, 
brother, that is the way a lot of 
us are. In other words, we pray 
for the ones we love, but we don’t 
pray for our enemies. We don't 
pray for those we are at outs with, 
and God says our prayers will not 
be answered unless we do. 


Do you know one reason why 
today we are not having revival 
when we pray? Because we don’t 
have any more confession and res- 
titution in many of our churches. 
Many a church will never have a 
revival meeting until they have a 
service in which men and women 
confess their faults and get right 
with God and with each other. 


That is illustrated by an inci- 
dent in an Iowa church. I was 
there at a Baptist Church, a great 
church. But ever since they went 
into their new building they have 
been fussing and fighting, They 
used to have a little insignificant 
building down there and they loved 
each other, loved God. Then when 
they got money and built a big 
magnificent temple they began to 
squabble about the building. One 
of them wanted the organ here and 
one of them wanted the piano here, 
and here, and here. They were 
fussing and fighting and the poor 
preacher was right in the middle of 
it, That had been going on for two 
or three years. Dr. Joe Henry Han- 
kins himself told me that he had 
been there the year before and 
hadn’t had a revival, Others had 
preached there. I was there an en- 
tire week. We couldn’t get any- 
thing to happen; just an ordinary 
cold half-baked, halfhearted revi- 
val, 


I found out what the trouble 
was; so I announced about Sun- 
day night that on Tuesday night 
I wanted every member of that 
church to be present without fail 
for an after-service. I let them 
know that I was, going to read the 
riot act because I knew that would 
get some of them out, I finished 
preaching, dismissed the service 
about nine o'clock, then I asked 
everybody to leave the’ building 
except the members of the church. 
Then I started the second service. 
I preached about twelve minutes 
on a message on loosing Lazarus, 
how that men and women were 
bound in sin and God expected us 
to do the loosening and that many 
of the people around there instead 
of loosening the sinners, by their 
indifference and unforgiveness were 
binding revival and keeping the 
power of God from doing what it 
ought to do. I called on them to 
repent, I said, “You members have 
been at outs with each other for 
two or three years. Some of you 
have been lying to each other. You 
have hated each other.” I said, 
“This church will never have a re- 
vival, you will never get to first 
base with God until you repent of 


your sins and confess them to each 
other.” : 


“SWORD” SANTA CLAUS SIGNS YOUR NAME 


IT'S A 


Hong, Me 


It is our rege gang to announce that you are to re- 
celve a su 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


As a Christmas gift from 


jo Tome 


We welcome you into our family of readers. 
this be truly a happy year for you as you enjoy 
sermons by the greatest soul winners in America, 
Bible teaching and articles of general Christian 
interest inTHE SWORD OF THE LORD each week. 


scription for 


CAT 


May 


Editor 


Here is half a picture of a 
Christmas card. We say half a 
picture, because this picture shows 
only half its beauty. Oh, it’s hand- 
some enough, even in black and 
white—but if only you could see 
the two-color original! It’s far 
more beautiful than we can tell 
you. There’s a pale all-over tint of 
American-beauty color, shading in- 
to a deep fuschia in the lower 
right-hand corner. (That doesn’t 
even show in the cut we made 
for you.) A unique sea-green is 
the second color. There’s just no 
way of making it as pretty—in 
black and white, on newsprint—as 
it is in two glowing colors on rich, 
velvety card stock. 

That’s the card your friends get 
—with your name signed to it— 
when you give them THE SWORD 
OF THE LorpD for Christmas. Warm 
as candlelight, colorful as a holi- 
day tree, gay as Christmas itself 
—it’s a fitting way to announce a 
fitting gift. What better gift could 
you find than this—52 issues of 


When I finished, a railroad man 
by the name of Elam walked down 
to the front. He said, “Brother 
Daniels, if I have wounded any- 
body, if I have said anything to 
hurt anybody’s feelings, if I have 
done any wrong, I want them to 
forgive me.” I came very near 
picking up a songbook and throw- 
ing it at him. 

I said, “Brother, let’s don’t have 
any of that ‘if’ stuff. You know 
whether you have sinned against 
each other or not.” I said, “‘Let’s 
confess our sins.” 


About that time a woman, a 
very cultured woman, got up and 
started crying. She said, “Brother 
Daniels, I have hated the pastor. 
I have hated the members of this 
church. I have hated some of our 
deacons. I have lied on some of 
the members. I have hated the 
pianist of our church.” She was 
crying and sobbing. She begged the 
pastor to forgive her, she begged 
other members to forgive her. 


When she sat down, her daugh- 
ter, the organist, got up. The or- 
ganist sat on one side, the ' pianist 
on the other, They looked daggers 
at each other every night. She got 
up and started crying. “Brother 
Daniels, I have lied on the pastor. 
I have hated the pianist, have hat- 
ed our choir leader,” and she went 
on to confess her sins and begged 
their forgiveness, That was about 
nine fifteen at night. From then 
until midnight anywhere from two 
to ten and twelve people at a time 
were on the floor begging each 
other’s forgiveness. 


To show you how God was mov- 
ing, a couple of intermediate girls 
sat in the balcony. One girl got up 
crying and said, “Brother Daniels, 
[whatever her name is, we'll call 
her Mary] took my boy friend 
away from me. (There he sat.) I 
have been hating her ever since she 
took him away from me, but I 
want her to forgive me tonight. She 
can have him; I want God’s bless- 
ing.” Nobody was laughing, no- 
body snickered. Everybody was 
weeping as the girls got in each 
other’s arms. . 

Finally the manager of a big 
department store got up and said, 
“Brother Daniels, I came to this 
town about a year ago and joined 


this church. I heard people criti- 
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America’s foremost revival weekly 
—with sermons, articles, and spir- 
itual blessing without. limit. 


There’s an added incentive to 
your Christmas giving this year. 
This year your gift subscriptions 
to THE SWORD OF THE LorRD will 
not only bless the recipient— 
they'll also have a part in the 
birthday celebration of one of 
your favorite people—Editor John 
R. Rice. Yes, this year you can 
make it a double-barreled gift— 
one to the fortunate reader, and 
a tribute to the man who guides 
the ministry of THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp. (True, Dr. Rice won’t gain 
financially as he gets no profit ‘at 
all from THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 
But his heart is gladdened at 
every new subscription and we’re 
all -banding~ together to honor 
him with a great host of new 
Christmas gift subscriptions.) 


So you see how many reasons 
there are for sending gift subscrip- 
tions. | 


cize the pastor when I knew he was 
a good man. I didn’t like their cri- 
ticizing the pastor, so I began to 
criticize them, Now I want to ask 
the church to forgive me tonight 
for criticizing the criticizers for cri- 
ticizing.” 

We closed down at midnight 
singing, “Blest Be the Tie That 
Binds” with men and women going 
around falling in each other’s arms 
and weeping. The power of God 
fell on that meeting that night, and 
God gave a revival that week. 
Why? Because men and women 
got right. 


We Do Not Cooperate With 
God in Bringing About 
the Answer 


Another reason our prayer is not 


answered is because we do not co- 
operate with God in bringing about 
the answer. Some will think this 
heresy, but God uses human be- 
ings to answer prayer. I believe 
in a _ sovereign, miracle-working 
God. But I believe that God uses 
human instrumentality. I get down 
on my knees and pray for God to 
take me to Chicago, Brother Rice 
comes along after the service and 
says, “Brother Daniels, I’ve got a 
empty car and since I am driving 
to Chicago, I would like to have 
you go with me.” 


“Brother Rice, I am grateful for 


that, but I have been praying for} 


God to send me and I am expect- 
ing Him to send a chariot over 


here hitched up with four powerful 


steeds driven by the Angel Gabriel, 
and they are going to take me to 
Chicago.” Brother, I’m just crazy, 
that’s all! 

Now, wait a minute. Some of us 


get on our knees and pray God to} 
give us revival; some of us pray | 
God to save souls, but we don’t | 


cooperate with God in doing the 


(1) Solves your gift problems 
painlessly. No shopping, guessing, 
wrapping. 


(2) Allows us to take your card- 
sending worries off your shoulder. 
How we want to send that card— 
with your name on it—to all your 
friends! 


(3) In this way you can express 
your appreciation to the man who 
has labored so faithfully to make 
THE SWORD OF THE LorD “Ameri- 
ca’s Foremost Evangelistic Week- 
ly.” 


(4) You honor the Lord and 
place spiritual food before your 
friends in giving THE SworD—a 
gift with eternal value! 


It reduces Christmas shopping 
to a flick of the wrist. se 

No guessing, no wrapping, no 
waiting in line at the post office. 
Give THE SworD OF THE LORD in 
the true Christmas spirit. It will 
mean—for your friends—A Happy 


New Year! 


things that God ordained must be 
done if our prayers are to be an- 
swered, If you want some mission- 
aries to be on the foreign field and 
you get down and pray for God to 
send them, don’t pray, “Lord, I 
want you to send missionaries to 
the foreign field. Be sure and take 
my sister, but leave me at home.” 
No, you have to be willing to an- 
swer the prayer that God lays on 
your heart, In other words, put 
feet to your prayers if you want 
God to answer them. 

Let me illustrate by a story you 
have all heard. A white woman 


(Continued on page 9) 
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Page Nine 


Why God Does Not Answer 


(Continued from page 8) 


had prayed for years for a saloon 
to burn down on the corner, but 
the thing stayed there. Miranda, 
the colored woman, came to wash. 
She said, “Miranda, that old sa- 
loon down there has been damn- 
ing so many boys and girls and I 
have been praying for years the 
thing would burn down, I want you 
to get on your knees and let’s you 
and I pray God will burn that 
thing down.” 

The next morning Miranda came 
back to do the ironing. The saloon 
had burned down in the night. She 
said, “Miranda, I don’t understand 
your power in prayer, I have pray- 
ed for years and the thing stood 
there. You prayed one day and it’s 
down. How do you account for it?” 

“Mam, I puts feet under my 
praying.” She had burned it down 
in the night! Now, brother, she had 
something. If you want God to an- 


swer your prayers, get feet under 


your prayers and be willing to co- 
operate with God. 


Our Prayers Are Not 
_ Always in God’s Will 


Another reason God doesn’t an- 


swer our prayer is because it isn’t 


always God’s will. God is sending 
out answers according to divine 
will. Our prayers do not make con- 
tact if they are not tuned in with 
God's will, 


that what you. are praying about is 
not just what you will, but God’s 
will, 

I had a friend who was in love 
with a girl by the name of Lillian. 
His name was Bill. Porter Barring- 
ton said to Bill, “Now, Bill, you 
ought to pray for God to lead you 
to the wife you ought to have.” 

“l’m praying, Porter.” 

“How are you praying, Bill?” 


- 7 


holds you; it is your mo 

pleading moving you. It is 
tearstained request that I 

held in my hand signed . 

brokenhearted mother which 

“Pray for my boy.” It is e 
thing that can make you thin 
is everything that can make 
want to turn to God. It is 
Spirit of God pleading. 


One evening at a service in] 
York City, I saw a very dist 


for our church than anybody else.” 
He spent about five minutes 
bragging on him and ended up by 
saying, “I want to nominate Old 
Brother MacDonald to conduct our 
revival,” 

When he got through I tried to 
be just as sanctimonious as he 
was, I said, “Brother—, either you 


One of the hardest 
things on earth is to be certain 


“I’m praying, ‘O God, have your 
. ° il 9 39 


uished-looking man rise an 
heard him say, “I will a 
Christ.” I went back ‘to the : 
and told my wife that I beli 
I had been used to lead a 

man to God. I thought I had, 
the next. day, which was the 


of prayer, I saw this man q 
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or God—one has made a serious 
mistake.” 

“How come?” 

“Old Brother MacDonald has 
been dead for three years and I 
don’t think God wants a corpse to 
help us in our revival this sum- 
mer.” 


“I hadn’t heard about it.” 


He said God led him. He said 
he had been praying. That is ex- 
actly why sometimes we think that 
what we want is God’s will. It isn’t 
always so. 


Our Prayers May Not Always 
Be for Our Good 


Another reason God ‘doesn’t an- 
swer our prayers is because it isn’t 
always for our good. 


When I was a little boy, my dad 
used to shave with a straight razor. 
I thought that was the most manly 
looking thing I ever saw. I just 
knew if I could shave with that 
straight razor I would be a real 
man, I begged my dad for his 
straight razor, and do you think 
that hardhearted dad of mine 
would give it to me! The very idea! 
One day when Dad wasn’t around 
I borrowed the razor, lathered and 
shaved, And only by the grace of 
God am I here to tell the story! 


Listen to me! I have begged God 
for many a straight razor, haven’t 
you? 

I sometimes illustrate this to 
young people who have loved and 
lost, by this story that illustrates 
this point. It is said that a man 
was being shown to an insane asy- 
lum once and came to a place 
where there was man holding up 
his hands and crying out, “O Su- 
sie!” He just kept on crying. The 
man asked the guide what it meant. 
He said, “That man was engaged 
to be married to a girl named Su- 
sie, Just before they were to be 
married she jilted him and mar- 


ried somebody else and it drove | 


him insane. 


He went on around the insane 
asylum and came’ to the padded 


cells. There was a man beating 
his head against the wall raving 


and insane, ten times as crazy as 
the other man. Strangely enough 
this man was crying out, “O 
Susie!’ 

He said, “What does it mean?” 

He_ said, ‘“That’s the guy that 
married Susie.’ 

Maybe you are better off with- 
out him than you are with him. 
In other words, you had better 
let God’s will be done and if God 
says no, then be willing for God 
to say that. 


God Answers When We 
, Mean Business 


I want to say one other thing. 
God will answer our prayers when 
we mean business with God and 
when we pray with fervency. 
Listen to what He says: “The ef- 


fectual fervent prayer of a right- 


eous man... .”’ Do you know why 
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may of our prayers are not an- 


swered? God knows we don’t 
mean business. 
Brother, we talk about the 


prayer wheel when a man puts 
it in there and rolls it around 
and thinks he is praying—some 
of us are just as bad. You can 


stop a lot of people so many sec- 


onds after they have started pray- 
ing and if you have heard them 
pray enough, you can finish out 
their sentence for them, 
have a good memory like Dr. 
Rice. That’s right! In other words, 
it is meaningless repetition and 
God knows that we don’t mean 
it. No wonder God does nothing 
about it. 


I don’t believe God hears prayers 


baked. It is utter hypocrisy to get 
on our knees and pray to God 
when God knows that we don’t 
mean what we are praying about. 
Ask the Lord to senda revival, 
ask the Lord to do this, that and 
the other and God knows we don’t 
mean business! When our hearts 
are breaking, when we feel as if 
we can’t live unless God answers 
—that is when God is going to 
answer our prayers. When people 
know and when God knows that 
we mean business, then God is 
going to answer prayer. 

I could give you _ illustration 
after illustration of the mighty 
power of God to perform miracles 
in answer to prayer. God can 
answer prayers as big today as 
He has ever answered in the his- 
tory of the past. Tonight if men 
and women are willing to pray 
and they get right with God, He 
can give miracles today; God can 
give revival. 

I was down in Columbia, South 
Carolina, right after Billy Gra- 
ham had been there. Those who 
knew, told me that ten thousand 
prayer meetings had been con- 
ducted in Columbia preceding to 
Billy’s getting there. Every block 
in that city, every day for a month 
began had 
a prayer meeting—every block in 
the city! Out in Los Angeles, Cal- 
ifornia, it is said that five hund- 
red ministers and their wives one 
night prayed nearly all night long 
and that prayer had been going 
up for over a year before that 
revival broke out. 

If we get right with God, He 
ean answer prayers today and 
give miracles. How many of you 
are getting prayers answered? 
Are you having any great things 
happen? To me the tragedy of 
our day and the reason we are not 
reaching more men for Christ is 
because our prayers and the an- 
swers are so utterly insignificant, 
until men and women are not 


challenged by the kind of prayers 


that we get answered. 
How many. of you believe that 
God can, God does answer prayer? 


Do you believe that? How many 


of you can put your finger on a 


|miracle that God has given ydu 


in answer to prayer in the last 
thirty days? How many of you 
honestly know, are absolutely sure 
God answers your prayers daily? 
If He doesn’t, at least concerning 
prayer you are backslidden. No 
child of God ought to have to go 
back to George Mueller or Dwight 
L. Moody for illustrations about 
the fact that God answers prayer. 
We ought to be able to pull them 
out of our own experiences, every 
one of them. 


6 '“Verily I say unto you, 
li you! 


Regeneration 


(Continued from page 1) 


become a new creature. That is 
regeneration. | 

You will notice that this text 
has a marginal reading, which 
says, “Verily, verily, 1 say unto 
you except a man be born from 
above.’ So when you say you 
have resolved to give up sin, that 
is not enough. When you tell 
me that you have resolved never 
again to go in the way of ini- 
quity, that is not enough, even 
if you could keep the resolution. 
If one is to become. a new crea- 
ture, and overcome the power of 
old sin, and new temptation, he 
must be born from above, and 
that means to have implanted in 
his nature a new force from above. 
It is to have within himself a new 
life which is the life of God. It 
is to have a Saviour offered to 
and accepted by him. That is re- 
generation. 


A “Bill of Exceptions” 


Major Whittle once said in my 
church in Philadelphia, that when 
Jesus was here He filed a bill 
of exceptions. One count of that 
bill you find in Matthew 18:3— 


little children, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven.” 


There are those who say there 
is a distinction to be .made be- 
tween conversion and regenera- 
tion; they say that conversion is 


|your part of the work, and re- 
that are halfhearted and half-| 


generation is God’s part. Conver- 
sion is your putting yourself in 
the way. Regeneration is God’s 
doing the work in you. Conversion 
is saying, “I will.” Regeneration 
is God’s breathing into you the 
breath of His own life. 


The second count in the bill 
is recorded in Matthew 5:20— 
“Except your righteousness ex- 
ceed the righteousness of the 
scribes and Pharisees ye shall in 
no case enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” So there is very little 
hope for the one who puts away 
the Saviour, either to see God 
or to know Him. Indeed, there 
is no hope, and there is no open 
door. No man would dare to say 
that by his own efforts he could 
reach a standard of righteousness 
that would pass the judgment of 
an infinite God. Then how are 
you going to be saved? I know 
how you may be saved, and I 
tell it to the man, who, up to 
this moment is without hope, and 
to the woman who is in despair. 
I tell it to the rich and to the 
poor. I convey the message to the 
outcast and the respectable. ‘‘Be- 
heve on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and thou shalt be saved.” For by 
faith, we are united to Christ, 
and His righteousness becomes our 
righteousness. That is the sure 
way to be saved. 


Another count in the bill, the 
third, we find in the gospel of 
St. Luke—13:3, “Except ye re- 
pent, ye shall all likewise perish.” 
What is repentance? There are 
people who say that repentance 
is sorrow for sin. Then all men 
repent, for there is surely not a 
man bound with a passion, nor 
a woman held with a sin, who 
has not had sorrow for sin. They 
may have said with hearts l- 
most breaking, “O, that I might 
be saved!” but you must remem- 
ber that that is not repentance. 


There are those who say that 
remorse is repentance. Then all 
the sinful people in the city have 
repented, because day after day 
walking the streets, and night 
after night tossing restlessly upon 
their beds, they have said, “My 
God, my sin! My sin!” But that is 
not repentance. Repentance is, in 
a sense, sorrow for sin; it is the 
crushing effect of remorse on 
account of sin; but in .addition 
to this it is saying, “With God’s 
help, I will turn away from sin.” 
It is turning right-about face, and 
looking unto Him. 

Then the other count in the 
bill is the text above quoted, 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.” 


Why Do You Not Come 
to Jesus? 


I hear somebody say, “I cannot 
come to Jesus.” Why? “Because 
I have no feeling.” But you never 
will have until you come. And 


except | 
ye be converted and become as) 


another person says, “I cannot 
come to Jesus.” Why? And he 
answers, among other reasons, 
“Because the doctrine of the 
atonement seems to me to be so 
impossible. I cannot understand 
how Jesus Christ, dying upon 
Calvary nineteen hundred years 
ago and more, can ever set me 
free.” 

A man said once in my pres- 
ence, that if he could explain 
the atonement, he would become 
a Christian. Then he will never 
come to Jesus, for not until we 
see God, can we begin to under- 
stand the atonement. Not an an- 
gel or saint in Heaven under- 
stands it. Eternity will not be 
long enough in which to compre- 
hend it. If you are waiting for 
this, you are like a man in the 
university who might say, “I will 
never study astronomy until I 
can understand it. I will never 
enter’a class in mathematics un- 
til I can solve every problem.” 
You must come by faith. 


Here is another who says he 
cannot come. Why? And taking 
up the Bible he turns over its 
pages and says, “Too many con- 
tradictions.’”’ But I am sure that 
there has never been a book in 
the world that has such harmony 
in it as this old Book, from Gen- 
esis to Revelation; if you wait 
to argue your way through your 
difficulties, I fear you will never 
come. 

A man once came to Mr. Moody 
saying, “If you will answer this 
list of questions, I will become a 
Christian.” But Mr. Moody was 
too clever for him. He said, “If 
you will become a Christian, and 
start tonight, then come to me 
tomorrow morning, I will answer 
every question on your list.” That 
night he accepted Christ as his 
Saviour. The next morning he 
came back to Mr. Moody’s house, 
his face shining, and said, “Mr. 
Moody, I will not have to put you 
to the trouble of answering the 
questions. They have all been ans- 
wered in the night and the way 
is clear.” 

That is the way to come. If men, 
the latchet of whose., shoes you 
are not worthy to unloose, if 
women, in whom you have as 
perfect confidence as you have 
in your mother, if men like Glad- 
stone, if men like our President 
McKinley, if men like General 
Booth, and if women like Cath- 
erine Booth can say, “We took 
the step by faith, and all the 
way became increasingly bright 
ahead of us,” then I think we 
may trust the Saviour. “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, except a 
man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.” It is 
God’s Word and you must yield. 


Born of the Word 


But I turn to the Scripture and 
find that the statement of Jesus 
makes it very plain. This is what 
Jesus said to Nicodemus, “Ye 
must be born again.” I can im- 
agine some one saying, “I can 
quite understand how one deep 
in sin should be born again. I can 
appreciate the fact that a drunk- 
ard must be born again.” But Nic- 
cdemus was a moral man, yet 
Jesus said to him, “Ye must be 
born again.” Then if Nicodemus 
must, sO must you. 


Jesus made it very plain. He 
said, “Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.” Then He said, “Except a 
man be born of water....” I 
think sometimes we make all too 
little of baptism, for as I turn over 


‘the pages of the Scriptures, I 


find that again and again bap- 
tism is plainly presented to us 
as a duty, and closely connected 
with believing; but Jesus, I am 
sure, was not talking about water 
baptism here. He said, “Except 
a man be born of water,” and 
He was talking to a Jew. 


If you turn back to the Old 
Testament, you will see that the 
references to water are references 
to the Word. So this is what 
Jesus surely must have meant, 
“Except a man be born of the 
word.” What does that mean? It 
means that you may take God’s 
promise of salvation and hold on 
to it by faith, and on the basis 
of His promise you may make 

(Continued on page 11) 


~ Saleh Ga Pear i cana I eR 


“Raney SEL 


Arenal 


ah AO tas = 
een : 


Page Ten 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, December 21, 1951 


| Love Christmas 


(Continued from page 1) 


trustworthy sources from which 
we can learn when Christ was. 
bern. So, some people think it is 
therefore wrong to observe Christ- 
mas. But that does not neces- 
sarily follow. I knew a little girl 
born on February 29, leap year. 
Now would it be wrong for that 
little. girl to observe a birthday 
on the last day of February on 
other years when February had 
only twenty-eight days? Or would 
it be a sin for her to observe her 
birthday, or for others to observe 
her birthday anytime except on 
leap year? No, the important fact 
was not the precise date February 
29, but that another year had 
gone by for which people should 
praise God, and the little girl had 
grown a year older, and that fact 
ought to be recognized by those 
who loved her. 


Would you say that it is wrong 
to have Thanksgiving day on a 
certain Thursday in November, 
when not all of our blessings have 
come on that day? Or would you 
say it is wrong to set a more con- 
venient day if all of us should 
agree that it was proper and con- 
venient, to have a national day of 
thanksgiving? Whatever the day, 
it is still right for people to agree 
on a time when we would publicly 
thank God, and officially, as a 
nation, express our gratitude to 
the Father of Mercies for all of 
His goodness to us. The important 
thing is not what day of the cal- 
endar,, but whether or not we 
honor God on the day. 


December 25th is as close to the 
birthday of Christ as we can 
come. We love the dear Lord 
Jesus, we want everybody to re- 
member His birth, we want to 
teach our children about the Baby 
in the manger, about the Wise 
Men who came from the East to 
worship Him, about the angel’s 
announcement to Mary and the 
angel chorus who told the shep- 
herds. And why is not December 
25th as good a day for that as any 


~ other? Do you think it is wrong 


to remember the birth of Christ 
on the day which is as close as 
we can come to the birthday of 
Christ? 


2. Christmas Means Only 
“Christ’s Mass,” a Catholic 
Holiday to Many 

We are told that Christmas 
comes from Christ’s Mass, that 
it was instituted by Catholics, and 
that therefore good protestants 
ought not to observe it. That ob- 
jection seems a little foolish to 
me. Nearly all of the names we 
have we inherited from heathen 
people. Many of the names of 
cities, and towns, ‘and counties, 
and rivers in America are Indian 
mames. But when we see the Sus- 
quehanna River, or Shawnee, 
Oklahoma, or Comanche, Texas, 
We are not thinking about the 
Indians, and the names have no 
connotation of heathendom. Names 
mean what they mean, no matter 
what the origin. 

The Seventh-Day Adventists 
sometimes make much of the fact 
that the name of our day, Sunday, 
comes from the worship of the 
sun. I reply that Saturday is nam- 
ed for the god Saturn. But nobody 
has ‘any reference to the sun when 
they use the word Sunday or when 
they worship on Sunday, and no 
one has any reference to the god 
Saturn when they work or serve 
on Saturday. It is foolish to make 
an ‘artificial distinction when none 
exists in the mind and heart of 
people who observe Christmas. 
January was named for the Ro- 
man god Janus. Are Christians 
therefore sinning when they call 
the month by that name? To every 
sensible person, Christmas simply 
means Christmas. It does not 
mean any kind of mass. Catholics 
may observe it with a mass, but 
protestants do not. 


3. It is Claimed That 
Christmas Was a Former 
Heathen Holiday 


I shall not go into the argument 
pro and con, but it is not well 
proven, I think, that Christmas 
was a former heathen holiday. But 
if it were, that would not change 
the fact. Heathen people did some- 
thing on every day, and we cannot 
do away with all the days that 
heathen people used, whether for 
worship, or for ceremonies about 
sowing! or about reaping, or about 
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the solstices, or the new moons. 
We use the same sun that heathen 
people worshipped, and we love 
the sun rising and sun setting, 
though we do not have the heath- 
en ceremonies about that. This 
argument is not important. 

I held a blessed revival cam- 
paign in the Binghampton Theater, 
Binghampton, New York, sponsor- 
ed by eight churches, in 1936. The 
fact that here people had seen 
lewd movies, or burlesque shows, 
or legitimate theater productions, 
did not change the fact that now 
the building was used for the 
glory of God and souls were saved, 
I myself am under new manage- 
ment, too. Once the Devil lived 
within; -now Jesus Christ lives 
within. So if heathen people used 
the twenty-fifth of December for 
idolatry, why should Christians 
not use it now to honor Jesus 
Christ and His birth? If we have 
any day to represent Christ, it 
will be a day somebody else has 
used for bad purposes; but, thank 
God, all the days belong to Christ 
now, and none of them belong 
to heathen gods. Why should any 
Christian be grieved if I especial- 
ly think about the birth of Christ 
on December 25th? Is that a 
worse sin than working to make 
money on that day? Why should 
anybody grieve if I sing Christ- 
mas carols, if I have a happy 
celebration with a feast, and if 
I go over the Bible story of the 
birth of Christ and teach it to my 
children, on Christmas day? Does 
that dishonor God? Do you think 
you would honor God more by 
having less Scripture, less songs, 
less of the spirit of giving, less 
manifestation of love for others? 
I do not think so! All the days 
belong to Jesus Christ, and De- 
cember 25th should be used to 
honor Him, too, in one way or 
another. 


4, Christmas Trees and 
Decorations Are Counted an 
Abomination By Some 
Some have even said that the 
Bible forbids the use of Christmas 
trees. A woman called my atten- 
tion to Jeremiah 10:3, 4, thinking 
it referred to Christmas trees. 
That Scripture says: 


“For the customs of the people 
are vain: for one cutteth a tree 
out of the forest, the work of the 
hands of the workman, with the 
axe. They deck it with silver and 
with gold; they fasten it with nails 
and with hammers, that it move 
not.” 


But does that Scripture talk 
about the Christmas tree? Not at 
all. It speaks of an ido] made out 
of wood, covered with silver and 
gold. The next verse says: 


“They are upright as the palm 
tree, but speak not: they must 
needs be borne, because they can- 
not go. Be not afraid of them; for 
they cannot do evil, neither also is 
it in them to do good.” 

The idol is not a real god; it 
cannot see, nor hear, nor do good, 
nor bad. So verse 8 below says 
that “the stock [or idol] is a 
doctrine of vanities.” And the 
rest of the Scripture tells how 
elaborately and expensively the 
idol is made out of silver and 
gold, and dressed in purple. And 
then verse 10 tells us: “But the 
Lord is the true God, he is the 
living God...” Verse 11 Says: 
“The gods that have not made 
the heavens and the earth, even 
they shall perish from the 
earth...” 


No, the Bible does not forbid 
Christmas trees. 


have sometimes worshipped trees. 
They have also worshipped ani- 
mals, worshipped the wind, wor- 
shipped the ocean, worshipped the 
sun. But there is no worship of 
idols in setting up a green Christ- 
mas tree as a decoration, as a 
symbol of joy and gladness. 

Is there harm in decorating the 
house with holly, or mistletoe, 
or other evergreen? No more than 
decorating the house with pump- 
kins, ‘and oak leaves, and corn- 
stalks at Thanksgiving time! No 
more than decorating graves with 
flowers on Memorial Day. Flowers 
are suitable for the springtime. 
The pumpkins and corn and au- 
tumn leaves are suitable for the 
fall season. In midwinter there are 


few flowers, so it is most natural 
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It is true that heathen people 


that the evergreens should be 
used to decorate the home. Sure- 
ly God is not displeased if we pay 
attention to some of His natural 
beauties. \ 


- But the decorations on a Christ- 
mas tree could not possibly be 
called heathen, coud not possibly 
have any idolatrous significance. 
Who thinks that heathen people 
worshiped their gods with paper 
chains? Who thinks that popcorn 
on a string is a form of idolatry? 
Who thinks that electric lights on 
a tree, for the joy of little chil- 
dren and to brighten the home 
while people sing Christmas carols, 
are sinful? I love Christmas and 
Christmas decorations, and I do 
not think they are wrong. They 
are but an expression of that joy 
that is in the heart as I think how 
God became man, how the Creator 
became a baby, how “though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he be- 
came poor, that ye through his 
poverty might be rich” (II Cor. 
8:9). 


5. Some Object to Christmas 
Because of Worldliness and 
Unchristian. Revelry That 

Takes Place During the 
Holidays 

It is true that a great many 
people do not honor Jesus Christ 
at Christmas. I think they great- 
ly sin. Some people drink more 
liquor during Christmas time than 
at any other time in the year. That 
is a sin. Many business people 
think of Christmas only as a time 
to make money. In this they are 
wrong. Sometimes even Christian 
people tell the silly lie about San- 
ta Claus and deceive little ‘hil- 
dren with a heathen legend, when 
they could tell about the dear 
Lord Jesus. I think that is wicked- 
ness. A lie is always wrong and 
always hateful to God. Deceit is 
the poorest possible way to honor 
the birth of the Lord Jesus. I do 
not believe in having Santa Claus- 
es at Sunday School or church 
services unless everybody under- 
stands that it is only a little par- 
ody, it is only play-acting. Certain- 
ly to deceive little children with 
a he about Santa Claus is a sin. 
No Christian ought to condone it. 
Here the truth is so much better 
than a lie. We should ‘tell people 
that the dear Lord Jesus came in- 
to the world to save sinners. Yes, 
people often dishonor God at 
Christmas. I am sorry they do. 
I hope no Christian who reads this 
will grieve God by such sins. 

But we should not turn Christ- 
mas over to Satan and wicked 
people because some sin at Christ- 
mas. 

Should we abandon Sunday be- 
cause it is often misused? On the 
Lord’s day there is more drunk- 
enness than on any other day of 
the week. There is more revelry. 
Should Christians, therefore, 
count the Lord’s day the Devil’s 
day and give it up? Certainly not! 

There are a great many people 
who teach that baptism is essen- 
tial to salvation. They give more 
honor to the water than to the 
blood of Christ. That is wrong. 
But should we, therefore, disobey 
Jesus Christ about baptism be- 
cause some others ‘have over- 
stressed baptism and made it a 
false doctrine? 

The second coming of Christ 
has been a greatly-abused and 
perverted doctrine with many. 
Seventh-Day Adventists, Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses, British Israel 
teachers have greatly perverted 
the doctrine of Christ’s coming. 
People set dates. They speculate 
on signs. Should the rest of us 
honest Bible Christians, then, ig- 
nore the;clear Bible doctrine of 
Christ’s imminent second coming 
because the doctrine has been ab- 
used? Certainly not! 

Nor should we ignore the Bible 
doctrine of the fulness of the 
Spirit because many people asso- 
ciate it with talking in tongues, 
and with sinless perfection. 

Just so, we would be very fool- 
ish if we turned Christmas over 
to Satan and worldlings. If the 
world has a Christmas of revelry, 
let us make it a day of Christian 
love and fellowship and a day 
honoring to Christ. Let us make 
much of the Christmas story in 
the Bible, of Christmas carols, of 
Christian love ‘and fellowship. 

Do other people make giving of 
gifts a mere form? Well, it does 
not need to be so for Christians. 
Christians can give. gifts that real- 
ly express love. They can make 

(Continued on page 12) 


An Abominable: Translation 


(Continued from page 2) 
certainly those who are approach- 
ing the Bible for the first time 


will be wise not to begin with 


the Authorized Version... .” In my 
judgment that is exactly where 
young Christians ought to begin. 
And the idea that the Author- 
ized Version 
that modern readers cannot un- 
derstand it is silly. Children in 
high schools these days read se- 
lections from Chaucer, and fresh- 
men in college study Shakespeare 
and Beowulf and read _ source 
books of English of the very 
time of Authorized Versions. And 
I have found that the humblest 
Christians who can read at all 
read and love and understand the 
Authorized Version. In this mat- 
ter, I think I may modestly say 
that I have more contact with 
common Christians than C, S. 
Lewis has. And in the seven mil- 
lion copies of my books and pam- 
phlets distributed, and in THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD with its fifty 
thousand a week circulation I 
have used continually quotations 
from the Authorized Version. I 
have set tens of thousands of 
Christians to reading the Bible 
daily. ‘I know whereof I speak, 
that the beloved Authorized Ver- 
sion can be read and understood 
without difficulty by common 
Christians everywhere. 


(b) The obsolescence of the 
Authorized Version is greatly ex- 
aggerated. You and I know that 
only occasionally words are used 
in the Authorized Version which 
have changed their meaning. I 
frankly refer repeatedly to the 
new Revised Version, as I did 
before that to the American 
Standard. Revised. But I have 
used the Authorized Version in my 
preaching and writing for many, 
many years. Certainly we admit 
that the new revisions do away 
with some of the obsolete usages 
of the Authorized Version. But 
that is no excuse for this parody, 
this irreverent and unskillful par- 
aphrase by an infidel. 


(c) C. S. Lewis clearly scoffs 
at the premillennial coming and 
reign of Christ. He says, “When 
we expect that it should have 
come before the world in all the 
beauty that we now feel in the 
Authorized Version we are as 
wide off the mark as the Jews 
were in expecting that the Messiah 
would come as a great earthly 
king.” Why plant in the minds 
of students in college the scoffing 
and scorn for the great teaching 
of the reign of Christ on earth 
which is felt by the amillennial- 
ists? 

(d) Lewis particularly mentions 
and approves Dr. Moffatt’s trans- 
lation of the New Testament. 


(e) Lewis scoffs at the koine 
Greek as being “a vulgar, prosaic 
and unliterary language.” He says 
this language of the New Testa- 
ment manuscript is “Greek used 
by people who have no real feel- 
ing for Greek words..”’ But this 
is the old, old scoffing at the New 
Testament Greek, which was wery 
common before it was discover- 
ed that koine Greek was really 
the Greek of the common people 
everywhere. Koine Greek was not 
the language of Homer, and in 
that sense is unliterary. But the 
idea here taught that the Greek 
of the New Testament is inexact, 
not a fit language for a word 
for word revelation from God is 
utterly wrong. I believe that the 
koine Greek in the New Testa- 


ment is capable of the most ex-| 


act expression, that it was in 
fact the vehicle prepared of God 
for the wonderfully exact expres- 
sion of His divine revelation. I 
think that to encourage such 
scoffing at the Greek text will 
have a tendency to turn people 


toward the ideas of modernists | 


that the Bible is not valuable, is 
not exactly the revelation of God. 
It encourages a critical attitude 
which is unchristian. 

‘4. I have not time nor do you 
have time, to go into the mistakes 


in the translation. They are often} 


very serious in their doctrinal 
significance and misteaching. 

He makes Ephesians 5:26 say, 
“Christ gave himself to make her 
holy through baptism in _ his 
name... .”’ How false! 

First Timothy 5:17, Phillips 


renders thus, “Priests with a gift 
of leadership should be considered 
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is so out-of-date} 


AVIA 


worthy of respect and adequate 
salary, particularly if they work 
hard at their preaching and teach- 
ing.” Note the word “priests.” Is 
that a translation? The scripture 
does not have any reference to 
priests. 


Hebrews 6:4, he renders as fol- 
iows: “When you find men who 
have been enlightened, who have 
experienced salvation and received 
the Holy Ghost... .” I am certain 
in my own mind that this des- 
scription of the unpardonable sin 
is not for people who have re- 
ceived salvation. Verse 9 in the 
context seems to me to say SO; 
But no matter what you believe 
the Scripture means it certainly 
does not say salvation, in Heb- 
rews 6:4. 

These are only a few illustra- 
tions of the callousness of this 
man who offers a paraphrase and 
interpretation by an _ unbeliever, 
in the guise of a translation. 

I do not doubt that in your 
wisdom you have seen these faults 
in the book “Letters to Young 
Churches,” by Phillips, if you had 
time to study the book. And I 
do not know who is recommend- 
ing it, but I think they do great 
harm to students and I hope you 
will prayerfully consider whether 
or not students should be safe- 
guarded from such insidious 
poison. 

Thank you, dear. brother, for 
your great ministry and I hope 
you will understand how care- 
fully and in what brotherly love 
I write these suggestions. I think 
maybe some young instructor may 
be recommending the book, but 
whoever it is I wish you would 
call these thoughts to their at- 
tention. 

In the Saviour’s name, yours, 

John R. Rice 
: as Spirit. It Will 
for your friends—A Happy 
ear! 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Eleven 


Regeneration 


(Continued from page 9) 


our plea, and God will keep His 
Word. That is the way to be saved. 


_ We have in our country a dis- 
tinguished preacher who rose in 
a conference one day and said 
in my hearing, “I was raised in 
a Methodist family and _ every 
member of the household was a 
perfect battery of emotion. We 
never had a Methodist revival 
that they did not take me to the 
altar, and urge me to remain 
there until light came, but some- 
how I could not be saved. 


“But one morning when a stu- 
dent, I was seated on the cam- 
pus at college preparing for my 
Bible lesson, when I came to John 
3:16—‘For God so loved the 
world.’ .... I stopped and said, 
‘That is inclusive enough for me.’ 
‘That he gave his only Son....’ 
‘That -is provision enough for me.’ 
‘That whosoever believeth in 
him....’ “That is definite enough 
for me.’ ‘Should not perish.’ I 
arose from my sitting position, 
and taking my little Testament 
in. my ‘hhand, I held it up above my 
head and said, ‘O God, here this 
morning I accept this statement 
of Thine as the truth; I will hold 
on to it while I live. I will carry 
it with me to the judgment, and 
if I am not saved, it will go hard 
with your Book.’ And_ suddenly 
I found my eyes filled with tears, 
I found my hips trembling, I 
found my heart burning, and from 
that day to this I have been a 
perfect battery of emotion myself.” 
That is the way to be saved. Lay 
hold on God’s Word, and it will 
do its own work. 


Born of the Spirit 


But Jesus makes it plainer. He 
says, “Born of water [that is the 
Word]; born of the Spirit.” Sure- 
ly this is the work of the Spirit; 
it is your minister’s preaching; 
it is the singing of a hymn which 
holds you; it is your mother’s 
pleading moving you. It is the 
tearstained request that I once 
held in my hand signed by a 
brokenhearted mother which read, 
“Pray for my boy.” It is every- 
thing that can make you think. It 
is everything that can make you 
want to turn to God. It is the 
Spirit of God pleading. 

One evening at a service in New 
York City, I saw a very disting- 
uished-looking man rise and I 


heard him say, “I will accept). 


Christ.” I went back 'tto the hotel 
and told my wife that I believed 
I had been used to lead a great 
man to God. I thought I had, but 
the next day, which was the day 
of prayer, I saw this man come 


This Praise Book of hymns and chor- 


Note These Famity Traits! 


Youth Sings; 


uses is still the favorite of Christians 
everywhere. Now available in two 
sizes (5¥2" x 7%" and 42" x 6”) 
Youth Sings is just the book you 
need for the best in group singing. 
When you buy, be sure to order 
some of each! 


% Durable Spiral Binding—keep- 
ing pages flat on the piano 
% 128 Hymns and Choruses—com- 
*/* bining favorites old and new 
%MTwo Indexes—arranged topic- 
ally and alphabetically for con- 
venience 
% Alphabetical Order of Songs— 
_ for ease and speed in location 
% Low Cost—priced for less “per 
song" than comparable books: 
POCKET SIZE: 35¢, or 3 for $1.00 
PIANO SIZE: 60¢, or 3 for $1.75 


a > ae). aes dats " % a bt oe, mi * 

‘ Be Mi eaten Riser fis ne Ea Se ANS Pe eee Te intone Byer, 

Se ce ON eee pee SPS, Se ee eee 
"3 PIA OEE Te Boe Fe aie oe ete 


into the service carrying in his 
arms a little lame boy. He brought 
him forward and placing him on 
the platform, came over to me 
and placing his hand up to his 
mouth so that the child could 
not hear him, he said, ‘‘I want to 
introduce to you my little Joe. 
He is going to die.” He did not 
need to tell me that. The little 
fellow’s face was so white, and 
his hands were so thin, when I 
came over to meet his child he 
said with all the pride of a father, 
“This is my little Joe. He led me 
to Christ.” 

When he said it I confess I was 
a bit disappointed, for I thought 
I had won him. Then he told me 
this story. He said, “When the 
mission started, Joe said to me, 
‘Father, I cannot go to the meet- 
ings, but mother will take you. 
And all the time you are gone 
I will pray.’ I never came into 
the house at night that I did 
not hear the thud of his little 
crutch on the floor as he came 
to welcome me, the moment the 
door was opened. He would spring 
into my arms and say, ‘Did you 
come?’ But last night he did not 
ask me. I heard him come to the 
door, and as it was opened, he 
sprang into my arms and buried 
his face on my shoulder, and I 
heard him say with a sob, ‘You 
have come, you have come; I 
know you have.’” And, “Sir,” said 
he, “my little boy won me.” 

That is what 1° mean by the 
Spirit working. It is every holy 
influence. It is the prayer of your 
mother; it is the cry of the preach- 
er; it is the sob of your wife by 
your side; it is God calling when 
He says, “Turn ye, O turn ye, 
for why will ye die?” 


Come, Any Way You Can 
Come, But Come Now 


May I say in conclusion that 
we come into the kingdom of 
God with different experiences. 
Some men sob their way to Christ. 
Other men shout their way into 
the kingdom. Some men come with 
all the calmness that is part of 
their nature. 


I like the story of the gentle- 
man in Philadelphia who, after 
hearing his minister préach, turn- 
ed to the man near him, and said, 
“Sir, when will the officers of 
this church meet?’ 

And the man said, “They will 
meet now, if you wish it.” 

And the gentleman said, ‘Call 
them together.” 


When ‘the officers of the church 
came together, this gentleman, 
who was one of the greatest manu- 
facturers in America, rose before 
them to say, “Gentlemen, for a 
long time I have believed in Jesus 
Christ, but I have never acknow- 
ledged Him. Today when the min- 
ister was preaching I thought the 
time had come, and before you 
this morning I acknowledge Him 
as my Saviour.” One of the of- 
ficers moved that he be received 
into the church. Another seconded 
it. And that gentleman walked 
out of the room a Christian, and 
kept on walking with ‘Christ to 
the day of his death, a model 
Christian. 

You may come in from the East; 
you may come in from the West; 
you may come in from the South; 
you may approach from the North. 
But come. Waiting will not save 
you. Weeping .will not save you. 
Working will not save you. Come. 


The danger is this: You are 


very near the kingdom—so very |, , ve asia 
‘man’s sermon on “Regeneration. 


near. An uplifted hand, with the 
will to rise to your feet, and your 
resolution not to yield would go 
in a flash. 


I once said to an American 
preacher in Oregon, “How did 
you come to Christ?” 

And he said, “I was raised in 
a Christian home; my mother was 
a saint; my father a church of- 
ficer. I was very near the king- 
dom, but I did not yield. One 
night I heard the minister use 
this illustration,.and it won me: 


He said, ‘A gentleman with con-. 
sumption left home for the moun- 


tains, and, as is usual in our 
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country with the people having 
this complaint who go to the 
mountains, his first days were 
days of real suffering. He be- 
came much discouraged, and said, 
‘I shall die if I stay here,’ and 
started home. | 7 

“He sent a telegram to his 
home in the country, saying that 
he would arrive by such a train. 
But a storm came on. The tele- 
graph wires were down, and the 
train was delayed. His home was 
three miles from the country sta- 
tion. He reached the station at 
midnight. No one knew of his 
coming, as the telegram was nev- 
er delivered. The station was 
closed, and the lights were out. 
His house was the nearest to the 
railroad. There was only one thing 
for him to do. He must fight his 
way through the storm. Dying 
though he was, he pushed his 
way through the ever-increasing 
snowdrift until at last he saw a 
light in the window of his home. 
He passed through the gate and 
staggered up the walk. Just as 
he reached the step of the door, 
he fell upon his knees from faint- 
ness, and with his hand upon the 
step of the door, he died.” My 
friend told me that the minister 
turned to his congregation and 
said, “There is some young man 
in this building with his hand 
upon the step of the door. Some 
day the door will shut.” And my 
friend said, “I rose from my pew, 
and hurried home to my father, 
and dropping on my knees by his 
side, I said, ‘I will yield, I will 
yield. I accept Christ now.’ ” 

I urge you not to tarry, and 
plead with you not to be too late. 


“Almost is but to fail, 
Almost cannot avail, 
Sad, sad that bitter wail, 
Almost, but—lost!”’ 


(From the book, Revival Sermons, 
by J. Wilbur Chapman. Published 
by Fleming H. Revell Company.) 


The Editor Also Says Come 


You have read the good strong 
message by that godly evangelist 
of other years, Dr. J. Wilbur Chap- 
man. If you are an unconverted 
sinner, I beg you in Jesus’ name 
to come to Christ today for re- 
generation, the new birth, with- 
out which you cannot enter the 
kingdom of God. Do not delay. 
Do not make excuses. Do not 
deceive yourself. You must be born 
again, or be forever lost. 


But Jesus said, ‘‘All that the 
Father giveth me shall come to 
me, and him that cometh to me 
I will in no wise cast out” (John 
6:37). If you come depending on 
Jesus Christ, turning your heart 
from your sin, He will give you 
a new heart. He will make you 
a child of God. Every honest 
penitent heart needs only to trust 
Jesus Christ for salvation. Will 
you come to Him, trust Him, 
submit yourself to Him for the 
new birth today? Believe what 
He has said, depend upon Him 
and so be born of God and of 
the Spirit today. If you will here 
and now turn to Christ, rely up- 
on Him for the new birth and 
take Him as your own personal 
Saviour forever, I beg you to 
sign the decision form below, copy 
it in~a letter and mail it to me 
today. I will send you a letter 
of counsel and encouragement. Do 
it today! 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 
I have read Dr. J. Wilbur Chap- 


I admit that I am a poor lost sin- 
ner. I believe what Jesus said, 
that I need a_new heart, need to 
be born again. I know tthat Jesus 
can give me a new heart and 
that He wants to do it. Here 
and now, by God’s help, I trust 
Jesus Christ and take Him to be 
my Saviour. I rely upon His word, 
that He will never cast me out, 
that He will give me everlasting 
life, forgive all my sins. I depend 
upon Him and take Him as my 
Saviour and by His help, I will 


claim Him openly and set out to 


live for Him. 


Address 


(Continued from page 1) 
nipotence within the reach of mor- 
tal umpotence. 

The Lord Jesus Christ, co-ex- 
istent with the Father from the 
beginning, the One who John tells 
us was in the beginning with God, 
voluntarily took upon Himself the 
form of man that He might re- 
deem man and reconcile him un- 
to God. What great condescen- 
sion to step from the realm of 
glory which had been eternally 
His into the tempest and.turmoil 
of time! What condescension for 
God Himself, whose habitation is 
the universe, to robe Himself with 
the garment of flesh and the 
graveclothes of humanity! Of His 
own will He came eagerly, gladly, 
unselfishly to die. Paul tells us 
that He, ‘for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, 
despising the shame,” and that 
it was for the death of the cross 
that He became incarnate. 


Countléss stars bedeck the night, 
Countless beauties clothe the 
earth; 
Thy hand set those lamps alight, 
Thy Word gave all beauty birth. 


Fairer than the stars of even 
Shines the beauty of Thy face, 
And no glories under heaven 


Match the wonder of Thy grace. | 


Christ Is “God With Us” 


When God in the person of the 
Lord Jesus Christ was incarnate 
among men, it was a complete 
identification of Deity with hu- 
manity—God in ‘Christ became 
man, in all points like unto man 
except that He only of all the 
sons of man was completely free 
from sin. The Lord of glory be- 
came a child of earth. How great 
a mystery! The tiny Babe lying 


‘in the manger of Bethlehem was 


the One without whom was not 
anything made that was made. 
The tiny, chubby baby hand up- 
on the cheek of the virgin mother 
was the hand of Him who holds 
the universe in the hollow of His 
hand. The baby arm about the 
mother’s neck was the arm of the 
One whose everlasting arms are 
underneath all things. The lisping 
words of the toddling Child of 
Nazareth were the words of the 
One who spoke the earth into 
being and who created a. uni- 
verse by. the Word of His mouth. 
The knowledge of the _ twelve- 
year-old Lad in the temple as He 
confounded and amazed the doc- 
tors of the law, was the know- 
ledge of the One who is the 
Author of all truth and the em- 
bodiment of all wisdom. The One 
sitting on the well-curb to rest, 
tired with His journey and burn- 
ing with the heat of the day, was 
the God who created the world 
in six days and rested on the 
seventh. The One who paid taxes 
to Caesar was the One who es- 
tablished human government and 
from whose hand Caesar received 
the power he so often misused. 

In every point He entered in- 
to the feeling of our infirmities. 
More lonely and burdened than 
any other man was ever lonely 
and burdened, He prayed alone 
in the garden while His disciples 
slept. Thirsty, He asked for a 
drink of water beside the well of 
Samaria, and upon the cross He 
cried, ‘I thirst.” Hungry, He re- 
sisted the temptation of Satan to 
turn stones into bread. Weary 
and worn, He slept in the stern 
of the boat amid the storm at sea. 


Christ Was With Us to Die 


Christ was incarnate for a def- 
inite purpose. He came to die. 
Man had sinned and man was 
under the condemnation of the 
righteous law of God. The human 
race had sinned and the sons of 
the race must be punished. No 
man could pay the penalty for 
the sins of man because no man 
was himself free from the con- 
demnation of sin; but God Him- 
self, the sinless One, in the per- 
son of His Son incarnate in the 
flesh, paid the penalty for the 
sins 'of ‘man. “For this cause,” 
said He, speaking of His death, 
“came I into the world.” God 
did not become man to teach 
man how to live. Christ did not 
come into the world primarily to 
perform miracles— to restore the 
sight to the blind and hearing to 
the deaf, to send strength cours- 
ing through withered limbs, The 


miracles which He performed were 
indications of His Deity, the 
proofs of His power. They were, 
the flowers which blossomed in 
His footprints as He journeyed 
toward the cross. In the Lord 
Jesus Christ the power and the 
love of God ally themselves in 
satisfying His law and in mak- 
ing divine mercy available for 
man through His atonement up- 
on the cross for the sins of Adam’s 
children. 


Thy habitation is eternity, 
O high and holy One, who fillest 
space! 
Yet Thou didst deign to leave 
Thine own abode 
And make with sinful man Thy 
dwelling-place. 
Thou, King of kings, didst put Thy 
glory by, 
And lay aside Thy sceptre and 
Thy crown; 
Thou, everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace, 
To fleeting days and constant 
strife came down. 


And Thou didst walk with men 
and share their toil, 
And feel their weariness and 
shed their tears 
Thou, mighty Counsellor, 
speak Thy words 
Of Heaven’s wisdom unto foolish 
ears; 
And Thou wast patient with their 
ignorance, 
Their stubbornness, their pride, 
their unbelief ; 
Thou who art Life didst yield 
Thyself to death, 
Thou, pure and sinless, hung 
beside a thief. : 
—Annie Johnson Flint 


didst 


The whole wonder of the in- 
carnation is this: it was for us, 
for you and for me, that God 
became flesh and dwelt among 
us. The personal application of 
His shed blood to our sinful hearts 
cleanses us; faith in Him imparts 
salvation to us. How wonderful 
that God should take upon Him-- 
self the form of man, become, an 
inheritor of the “ills that flesh 
is heir to,” suffer the ignominy 
of the cross; but how much more 
wonderful that He did this for 
us! The Prophet Isaiah spoke 
for Israel when he said, “Unto 
us a child is born, unto us a Son 
is given,” but of a truth he spoke 
also for us, for all men of every 
kindred and tongue and tribe and 
nation in all the ages and of every 
clime. To shepherd and wise man, 
to the lowly and the mighty, to 
the ignorant and the learned, 
God reveals Himself in the per- 
son of His Son. 


He Came to Shepherd and 
Wise Man, King and Priest 


The stars were bright above 
the hillsides of Judea beyond 
where Bethlehem lay sleeping the 
drowsy sleep of its antiquity. 
Busy about their task of watch- 
ing the flocks in the quiet of the 
cool night air were a group of 
shepherds, humble men, born to 
a lowly task of earth—simple, 
humble herdsmen. The cold, dis- 
tant stars looked down as on a 
myriad other nights. There were 
problems to be faced by the 
shepherds—problems common to 
all poor, lowly men of all times 
and all peoples—wives and chil- 
dren to be fed and clothed and 
cared for, taxes to be paid, a liv- 
ing to be made. All these were 
back of the nightly problem of 
the keeping of the sheep. There 
were wolves and other wild beasts 
that came up in the darkness. 
There were lambs that would 
wander away from the fold. There 
were injuries to hoof and hide. 
There was the problem of pas- 
turage and good water. Little, 
petty, nagging problems! 

Faithfully they watched, stood 
to their task, these shepherds 
abiding in the field, keeping watch 
by night. To these men was the 
heaven a closed book save as it 
revealed the simple matters of - 
direction—north, south, “east, and 
west—or as it spoke to them of 
fair weather or rain on the mor- . 
row, or as the faint, rosy glow 
in the east betokened the coming 
of day. They could not réad its 
mysteries, nor trace its planets 
in their courses, any more than 


they could explain the whims of 
(Continued on page 12) 
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the tyrant Caesar or of some 
stupid sheep. Their needs were 
the needs common to men—the 
need of peace and love, the sat- 
isfaction of the hunger of the 
body, and the yearning of the 
soul. 


So, on this night, as on other 
countless nights, they watched, 
as their forefathers had watched 
in other years and other genera- 
“tions, the helpless flock. Alert, 
they glanced over the flock, won- 
dering which ram would be tak- 
en by the Roman tax-gatherer 
and which young lamb was perfect 
enough for sacrifice. 

Suddenly in the midst of the 
silence that wrapped them round 
like a cloak, there came a sound 
of heavenly doors rolled back, 
the light of an angelic face, the 
whiteness of seraphic robes. Star- 
tled, the men themselves, like their 
sheep at the coming of some 
wild beast, stood terror-stricken 
and afraid until the music of the 
heavenly visitor’s voice poured 
over and around them in calm, 
soft melody: 


“Unto you is born this day i” makes the woeful heart to sing,” 


‘and puts a song of hope on the 


4 lips of sorrow and in the hearts 
be a sign unto you; Ye shall find | 


the city of David a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord. And this shall | 


the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger.” 


And, then, from the suddenly- 
appearing choir, countless in num- 
ber, came the antiphonal! 


“Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will to- 
ward men.” 


The stars paled in the sky be- 
fore the brightness of the an- 
gels. Like a wind across the des- 
ert sand was the noise of their 
pinions, and earthward came, 
fluttering like down, a _ benison 
from angels’ wings. 

Hurrying to Bethlehem the 
shepherds found all things as the 
angel had described them: the 
Babe, the manger, and the swad- 
dling clothes; and when they had 
seen them, they made known 
abroad “the saying which was 
told them concerning the child... 
and the shepherds returned, glori- 
fying and praising God for all the 
things that they had heard and 
seen.” 

In the East were wise men— 
sages, scholars, scientists. From 
their towers nightly they studied 
the heavens. To them the stars 
‘were as an onen book. The planets 
in their courses measured out 
to them the moments, nibbled 
from eternity by time. The comets 
were strange, heavenly visitors 
with whom they sought acquaint- 
ance, and who talked to them 
In a language shepherds could 
never understand. Faithfully these 
wise ones watched the heavens 
wherein were written in the burn- 
ing fires of the stars the story 
of God’s plan for man’s redemp- 
tion. But on one night the heav- 
ens with which they were so 
familiar burned with the light of 
‘a new star—“his star!” What a 
Strange way to describe it, when 
all the stars are His stars, all 
the glistering suns chips and dust 
from the cuttings of the jewels 
for His diadem, swept out the 
high doorway of creation’s work- 
shop by a cherubic janitor with 
broom of: fire; all the swiftly- 
moving planets but whispered 
syllables from His mouth who 
spoke worlds into existence and 
“the entrance of whose word 
giveth light.” But in a strange, 
peculiar sense this was “his star’; 
for this star proclaimed His com- 
ing “from the brightness of heav- 
enly glory to the darkness of 
earth’s midnight pall.” It spoke 
of the brightness of His rising 
upon the horizon of mortality— 
the Immortal One clothed with the 
garment of humanity—a Star of 
Hope for the sons of men in the 
night of despair. And, moving 
westward, the star led them as 
they followed asking, 


“Where is he that is born King 
of the Jews? for we have seen his 
star in the east, and are come to 
worship him.” 


To the shepherds the angel 
proclaimed a Saviour. To the wise 


’ men the star was the revelation 


of a King. How appropriate it 
was that to the keepers of the 


messenger, 


DWELLS, 
ed 


flocks, to those who raised the 
lambs for sacrifice, should be an- 
nounced the coming of the Lamb 
of God, the Saviour of mankind; 
that to the wise men seeking 
wisdom and studying the wonders 
of creation He who is all wis- 
dom and the Creator of all things 
should be revealed by an astral 
and that coming to 
worship the heavenly King they 
should be ushered into His pres- 
ence by a starry chamberlain! 


To those with ears untuned to 
the music of the spheres, He 
sent a heavenly choir. To the 
shepherds who could not read 
the secret mysteries of the dia- 
mond-starred script penned across 
the black velvet scroll of the sky, 
God sent an angelic messenger 
speaking in their own tongue. To 
the wise men He spoke in the 
language of their study and by 
means of a heavenly light. How 
appropriate the praise of the 
angels! How fitting the star! For 
He is the Light of light, “the 
true light which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world.” 
He is the Giver of song: “He 


of those bowed down with grief. 


So the shepherds came seeking 
a Saviour, and the wise men came 
seeking a King, and both found 
in Him the object of their search 
and the end of all their seeking. 
And the shepherds returned glor- 
ifying and praising God. The wise 
men in their wisdom went quiet- 
ly away pondering in their hearts 
the wonder of God’s mercy. The 
Shepherds went out with a song 
of praise such as those only can 
sing who have seen the Saviour. 
The wise men left their gifts of 
gold and frankincense and myrrh 
at the feet of the infant King. 
The shepherds found Him wrap- 
ped in swaddling clothes, vestured 
in the cerements of the grave— 
this Infant born to die. The wise 
men brought spices for the burial 
of a King and incense for His 
funeral rites. Laid in a stable 
among the beasts of humility and 
sacrifices-the ox and the sheep 
and. the dove—was God's little 
Lamb, the Heir of all creation, 
the Son of Man to die, the Lord 
of Life to reign! Humble toilers 
found the Saviour, and wise men 
worshipped the King. 


On the hillside, shepherds, 
In the air, a song; 

And, amazed, the herdsmen 
Behold an angel throng. 


In a far land, wise men, 
In the night, a star 
Leading ever westward 
Where Judah’s bownd’ries are. 
Shepherds in the manger 
Find the Lamb of God; 
A King awaits the wise men 
At the end of their road. 


He Comes to All Who Want 
and Need Him 


So it is today, and so it has 
been through all the years since 
the Babe was laid in Bethlehem’s 
manger. The needy find in Him 
the answer to the need. To all 
those who seeking find Him, He 
is the Saviour, and all truly wise 
men acknowledge Him as Lord 
of their lives. To the worker at 
his labor, to the scholar at his 
study—to the toiler at his task, 
to the student at his textbook— 
to the herdsman in the field, to 
the scientist in the laboratory, 
He is the only answer, the ulti- 
mate answer to human need. 


Of all the names of Deity none 
sounds more melodious to the 
ear of needy men, none echoes 
more sweetly in the heart of 
God’s children than this—“Im- 
manuel, God with us!’ In all the 
vicissitudes of mortal life, in the 
hour of sorrow as in the time of 
joy, amid war and poverty and 
pain and pestilence, as in peace 
and prosperity and happiness and 
health, He answers every need, 
giving strength and power, bring- 
ing comfort and courage, and 
affording wisdom and understand- 
ing. He is still, now and forever, 
“Immanuel, God with us.” 


(From the book, ALL FULNESS 


by Loizeaux Brothers. Used by per- 
mission of the publishers and the author.) 


by Dr. Bob Jones, Jr. Publish- 


- | Love Christmas 


(Continued from page 10) 


the gifts the response of an hon- 
est heart. We can send greetings 
with Scripture verses and with 
holy admonitions on them. 


Is it wrong to have a day of 
rejoicing? Is it wrong to feast 
and to send portions to others? 
No indeed! When the remnant of 
Israel went back to the land of 
promise from the captivity in 
Babylon,. under Nehemiah, the 
law was read and explained, and 
the people wept. But it was not 
a time for weeping, but a time for 
rejoicing. The wall of Jerusalem 
had been rebuilt. The gates had 
been hung. The city had been re- 
stored as the city of God, and the 
worship had begun. So let us lis- 
ten to the plain commands of the 
Lord. in such a case, as given in 
Nehemiah 8:9,10: 


“And Nehemiah, which is the 


Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest the 
scribe, and the Levites that taught 
the people, said unto all the, peo- 
ple, This day is holy unto the 
Lord your God; mourn: not, nor 
weep. For all the people wept, 
when they heard the words of the 
law. Then he said unto them, Go 
your way, eat the fat, and drink 
the sweet, and send portions wun- 
to them for whom nothing is pre- 
pared: for this day is holy unto 
our Lord: neither be ye sorry; 
for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength.” 

And we are glad to learn in 
verse 12 below, 


“And all the people went their 
way to eat, and to drink, and to 
send portions, and to make great 
mirth, because they had wunder- 
stood the words that were de- 
clared unto them.” 


If Israelites would honor God 
by having a day of joy and feast« 
ing and of sending portions to 
others because the wall was re« 
built, and the gates were set up, 
and the worship established,. then 
Christian people today do well ta 
have a day of rejoicing over the 
birth of the Saviour and to send 
portions to one another and ‘ta 
make merry with spiritual] joy! 

Yes, I love Christmas! feel 
near to God at Christmas time, 
I love the Word of God at Christ- 
mas. We read it and quote it 
again and again at our house. I[ 
like to use the Christmas-time ag 
a good excuse to get into people’s 


hearts and win them to Christ. © 


And, thank God, many have been 
saved because I brought a Christ- 
mas message, or because I urged 
sinners to ‘accept God's great 
Christmas gift at Christmas time, 
Let us have, then, a happy 
Christmas, and make Christ sus 
preme on this day which we res 
member in honor of His birth! 
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